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“Who do you say that I am?” When Jesus asked the
disciples that question, the context was a society
with a pluralistic view of who Jesus was. The disciples
replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah;
and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets”
(Matthew 16:14 NIV), but only Peter had the answer
that was sufficient, “You are the Messiah, the Son of
the living God” (Matthew 16:16 NIV).
Jesus commanded us to “go and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 19:28
NIV). We live in a pluralistic society. Can we make disciples of Christ if we don’t
make absolute claims about Him? If we say that Jesus was a prophet, a moral
teacher, or just a great man, then we can make disciples of Jesus in a pluralistic
society. Jesus is just one among many wise teachers worth following. Teaching
people to follow Jesus’ teaching would be no different than teaching people to
follow the teachings of Buddha, Confucius, or any number of other wise sages.
But, if Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the living God, then we cannot make
disciples of His without acknowledging His unique position among all the other
religious teachers throughout history.
Can we not follow the teachings of Christ without saying He is superior to other
historical religious figures? Absolutely you can, if you want to follow the teachings
of a lunatic. C.S. Lewis made a powerful observation in his classic work “Mere
Christianity.” Lewis said:
I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people
often say about Him: ‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but
I don’t accept His claim to be God.’ That is the one thing we must not say. A man
who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a
great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic— on a level with the man who
says he is a poached egg— or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make
your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or
something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill
Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us
not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human
teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to (p. 52).
Religious pluralism is defined as “the recognition that more than one spiritual path
is validly pursued, since human beings find fulfillment in a variety of ways of life
and thought” (p. 468-469). Although many people might adhere to this belief, who
do they say Jesus is? For me, He is the Messiah, the Son of the living God and the
One who shed His blood for the sins of the world. It is only by the blood of Christ
that anyone is saved.
(continued on page 3)

Session
Class of 2022
Kim Joynes
Sally Strayer
Bob Ulasewich

Class of 2023
Cookie Baker
Bob Elliott
Sondra Guffey
Scott Lantz

Class of 2024
Lee Allison
Mike Hague
Debbie Kretz

Rev. Jody McKewen

Faces of Faith: Want to get to know your
fellow worshippers?
"Faces of Faith" is a new series of short
documentaries that will highlight the people of
Trinity. We will be focusing on people’s faith
journeys. In the first episode we interview
Rev. Jody McKewen our new pastor. Jody
shares his faith and the important milestones along the journey that have
shaped his life. Look for future episodes as we explore why the people of Trinity
are making a difference in the community by reflecting God’s love that has been
shared with them. These videos will be an easy way for you to share with others
Trinity’s new pastor and why Trinity might be the right place for them to connect
with God and hear about Jesus. Think about who you could share with.

Moderator / Pastor

Sally Strayer

Clerk of Session

Diaconate
Class of 2022
Diane Fuchs
Ida Gonzalez
Dennis Ihde
Dave Kretz

Class of 2023

Kaye Elliott
Tammy Glover
Julie Miller
Lou Szekeres, Moderator

Class of 2024
Linda Gilligan
Joellen Huddy
Jim Inglis
Susan Mather

Trustees

Geoff Baker, President
Bob Elliott, Treasurer
Sondra Guffey
Karen Mann, Secretary
Bob Ulasewich, Vice President

Trinity Matters!
Newsletter Editor
Juanita Fauser

A Note from the Office
If your email address has
changed, please notify the church
office as soon as possible. Any
updated addresses, phone
numbers, birthdays, and
anniversaries are appreciated.
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LOOKING FORWARD:
Want to know what Jody will
be preaching about and what’s
happening at the church?
“Looking forward” is a video series with Rev. Jody McKewen that will explore
what is coming up at Trinity and his thoughts on, life at Trinity. The first episode
comes out on Friday March 4th at Noon. These videos will be announced via the
YouTube channel, Facebook page, Trinity’s website and the email blasts that are
shared. Watch these videos to find out what is going on at Trinity and where the
message will be focused in the future. This will be a good way for you to stay
connected to Trinity if you travel or have a hard time spending time with us on
Sundays. Sharing Trinity’s ongoing mission might be a way for you to get others
involved in Trinity. Think about who you would share with and share the video
via email or other social media apps.

Community Assistance Ministry Update
CAM is working to become a 501-c not for profit
corporation. We will be filing for incorporation and
non-profit status in March. Please pray for CAM as we
go through this process. We will keep you up to date
with our progress. This is an exciting time for CAM.
CAM wants to grow and provide more services to the
community. During this time of new growth at CAM
we will be needing your help to become successful. If you want to get involved
and help your neighbors, Contact Todd Miller (914-408-7907) or one of the
board members to connect with CAM. There are opportunities to help serve
those that need help and to help behind the scene at CAM. Pray and see if this is
something that you could do to help others. Everyone can find a way to help
CAM. Start praying now and see what God put upon your heart.
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(Jesus: A Way or THE Way? — continued from page 1)
“But what about people of other faiths? There are truths in those as well.” I
believe that Jesus came as the fulfillment of all faiths, not just Judaism. The early
church would point to the truths found in the faiths they encountered and show
how Jesus completed those. The Apostle Paul, when speaking to the people of
Athens, pointed to a temple to an unknown God and used that as a way to
introduce the people of Athens to Christ. The message of Christ is hope; hope for
all. Billy Graham once said in an interview with Robert Schuller, “(God)… is calling
people out of the world for His name, whether they come from the Muslim world,
or the Buddhist world, or the Christian world, or the non-believing world, they are
members of the Body of Christ, because they've been called by God. They may
not even know the name of Jesus, but they know in their hearts that they need
something that they don't have, and they turn to the only light that they have,
and I think they are saved, and that they're going to be with us in heaven." That is
not saying that Jesus is not the way, but it is saying that God’s grace is bigger than
we may imagine. It is up to us to reveal the name and love of Christ to them.
Pluralism suggests that all ways to God are equally valid. That is not the message
of Scripture. Pluralism basically says that we can do it on our own; that by
adhering to a certain set of teachings, it is possible work our way to heaven. The
message of the Gospel is that we don’t work our way to heaven, our way to
heaven has been provided for us. In that we can rest. While religious pluralism
says that it is possible for all roads to lead to heaven; the Gospel says that,
through the blood of Christ, it is not only possible to reach heaven, it is assured.
Paul said, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans
10:19). Not might. Not can. But will. Let us lift up the name and love of Christ to
all we meet that they might call upon the One who promises eternal life to all
who would say yes to His gift of grace.

Pastor Jody McKewen
References:
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Financial Snapshot
Receipts
Expenditures

February
$23,994
$19,489

YTD
$63,345
$88,511

If you have any questions, please contact Linda Trzaskos at finance@trinitypc.org.
Thank you so much for your faithfulness. You may give to TPC at any time by going to
the church’s website (www.TrinityPC.org) and clicking on the green “GIVE NOW”
button. Or, you may simply scan the QR code above with your smart phone. Set up a
new account and start e-giving today!
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Healing
Willy & Mello Wolter
Sandy Kagy
Ron & Mary Foster
Melba Elmer
Neil Woofter
John Quinn
Kirk Kochensparger
Carolyn Lin
Mark Mitchell
Myron Idhe
Joshua Henry
Tammy Glover
Bill Ingleton
Wendy Quinn
Polly Wood
Assisted Living
Gertrude Bouwma
Annette Goodsen
Betty Kuhlman
Betty Lutze
Merrie Manbeck
Jolan West
Gladys Moore
Charlie Barr
Nancy Opie
Jim Meister
Bill Carlson
Jerri Vinnenberg
Bill & Kay Hesterhagen
For Ministry
Mission Partners:
Rev. Dan & Elizabeth Turk,
PC(USA) Missionaries
to Madagascar
Rev. Miguel Estrada,
Misión Peniel

“Rejoice always,
pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
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Music
Notes...
Donna Smith, Music Director
There is a lot of special music happening over the next few
weeks. Be sure to mark these dates on your calendar.


Sunday, March 27 at the traditional 1030am service the
choir and soloists will be presenting 6 musical selections
with readings telling the story of Holy Week. There will also
be extra music also at the contemporary 830am service.
Chris Conley, tenor, will be returning as a guest soloist with
the choir.



April 3, Ann Alton will be back to play her cello at the
traditional service.



The choir will be singing April 10, Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday, and again for Easter worship.



April 24, Bob Delfausse, will also return to play trumpet at
the traditional service.



Also, mark your calendars for Saturday morning, April 23
from 10-11am. Some of my private music students will be
presenting a student recital in the CLC. This is their first
recital since the pandemic started in 2020. There will be
some beginning students but there are a number of
advanced students. There is also a string group playing a
string quartet to close the program.



Symphonic Strings and Concert Strings: You not want to
miss Friday, April 29. The Venice Symphony Youth
Orchestra will hold their Spring Concert in the Community
Life

As always, the choir and praise team are looking for additional
members. During the summer months, I am always looking for
musicians to provide special music. If you are interested in
choir, praise team, or being a part of special music, please
contact me - Donna Smith drsmith90@comcast.net or call
941.468.6096
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Session Highlights
At its stated meeting on February 21,
the Session considered the following
items:
 Approved request to hold the

following special worship services:
Ash Wednesday (March 2nd) at 5pm,
Maundy Thursday, April 14 with Holy
Communion (5pm) , Good Friday, April
15 (5pm), and an Easter Sunrise (April
17) service at 7am.
 Received report from Missions Team
and approved the By-Laws and Policies
for Community Assistance Ministry to
move forward in CAM becoming a
non-profit (501(c)3) Organization.
 Approved request to hold a special
concert with Mitch McVicker,
(professional musician) on May 7th.
 Pastor Jody will be building an online
resource library for our ministries,
leaders, and volunteers.
 The Outreach Team will be working on
updating our online pictorial directory
in the coming months with new
pictures of members, organizations,
officers, ministry teams, etc.
 Members of Session rotating off the
board were thanked for their work
and time served over the past three
years. These include: Mike Hague,
Debbie Kretz, Mark Mitchell and
Cheryl Szekeres.
The next Session meeting is scheduled
for March 21. Please see Clerk of
Session Elder Sally Strayer or Pastor
Jody McKewen for any questions.
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Mid-Week Lenten Study

Church School Class
Sunday mornings
Rev. Bill Gaydos continues the Sunday
morning study of the book Making
Sense of God, by Tim Keller, founding
Pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian
Church. The church actively invites skeptics and atheists
to its discussion groups, where many have found faith.
What Keller learned from these discussion groups
formed the material for this book. Grab a cup of coffee
and join us from 9:30-10:30 in classroom 1.

Peter Tsolinas – a student
of Church History has
been teaching various
historical topics at Trinity
Presbyterian Church since
2009. This year program
will center on “The
Systematic Destruction of
the 1ST Century Christian
Church of Jerusalem which
was headed by, James the Just, the brother of
Jesus and the Apostles Peter and John the
Theologian.” The Course will be taught on
Wednesday mornings, from 10-11 AM, over the
next 8 weeks.

CAREGIVERS’
SUPPORT GROUP

Caregiving is one of the greatest
challenges and opportunities
belonging to a support group can
be a lifeline on this journey.
Trinity has a Caregivers’ Support Group that meets on the
third Friday of each month. Our next meeting will be on
March 18. If you or you know a caregiver who needs
support, please invite them to join us. In January we will
begin meeting again “in person” in the church lounge. For
more information or to be added to the email list, please
contact co-facilitator Barbara Winsmore (941-830-2100) or
Roberta French (941-484-7465).

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE:
Palm Sunday — April 10th
 Contemporary Worship 8:30am
 Traditional Worship 10:30am
Maundy Thursday — April 14th
 Worship Service 5:00pm
with Holy Communion
Good Friday — April 15th
 Worship Service 5:00pm
Easter Sunday — April 17th
 Sunrise Service 7:00am
 Contemporary Worship 8:30am
 Traditional Worship 10:30am

Boomers&More—Scavenger Hunt
You are invited to a Scavenger Hunt on Friday, March 25th. We will meet at the
church at 6:45pm to receive instruction then, it is off on the “Hunt”. It will
definitely be an evening of fun and laughter. Please bring a light snack or dessert
to share after the scavenger hunt. RSVP to Cookie (586-306-7793 or
trinityboomers@gmail.com. Please note: We will be out of the country 3/9-3/20.
Trinity Matters—March 2022
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PRAYER-N-SHARE
THURSDAYS AT 7PM
1
3
4
14
15
16
17
21
23

25
26
27
29

Gertrude Bouwma
Laura Dolard
Paul Motchula
Mike Hague
Mark Mitchell
Barbara Jackson
Chuck Parker
Sondra Guffey
Sandy Hamilton
Barbara Larson
Kay Hesterhagen
Rudy Hroziencik
Lynn Myers
Linda Gilligan
Peter Ven Housen
Peggy Yorks
Pat Aimino
Peg Hroziencik
Cindy Marston

Become a Prayer Warrior...Join this group
of people who come together each
Thursday evening at 7pm (via Zoom) for a
time of sharing prayer concerns and
praying for those within our church family
and beyond during this 30-minute online
Prayer-n-Share gathering. An email is sent
out weekly, you also may find the link on
our website (www.trinitypc.org). If you do
not receive the emails and would like to be
added to the church email list or have a
prayer request, please let the church office
know (email Juanita.fauser@trinitypc.org).

Cheryl Szekeres, FB Administrator

Come check out our FaceBook page … Social media is an
important way to communicate with our church members,
community and beyond. It has been a great way to stay
connected with new activities and worship events.
3/02/1957
3/03/1956
3/08/1958
3/31/1979
3/31/1984
3/31/2003

Reid & Doris Stoner
Lance & Cindy Marston
Joe & Bev Shary
Steve & Terry Featherston
Scott & Kathi Lantz
Fred & Kirk Kochensparger

Inspirational posts are made daily as well as other church
news and updates. Did you know that we reach hundreds of
people each month by livestreaming our worship services? It
truly is the Best FREE advertising we can get!
If you haven't checked us out recently, Go to Trinity
Presbyterian Church of S Venice, FL and like our page. Please
let me know if you have an event or activity you’d like to have
posted, (cspawbear@gmail.com) and I will post it for you.
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