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A Little Bit About Me
I was born and raised in extreme northeast
Mississippi in a little town called Corinth. My
dad was a photographer and both of my
parents worked at the studio. I grew up in a
Christian home, but was not regular in church.
I graduated from high school in 1982 and
received my bachelor’s degree from the
University of Mississippi (Ole Miss) in 1988.
I received my M. Div. from Memphis Theological Seminary in 2002,
graduating Summa Cum Laude. I was ordained in January, 2003 and was
installed as the pastor of Parkway Presbyterian Church in Knoxville, TN.
I got involved in church when I was in college, and as I got closer to God,
I would start feeling this tugging for something more. I knew what it was,
but that wasn’t MY plan for my life, so I would push God farther away and
get into religion. I drifted from church to church before finally settling at First
Presbyterian Church in Corinth.
About this time, my personal life came crashing down around me because
I had not fully submitted my life to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, and I knelt
on my living room floor and asked Christ to be LORD of my life. I was a
new person, but that old problem started to re-surface. As I drew closer to
God, I felt His call stronger and stronger.
The next week, I received a phone call from a little Presbyterian Church in
rural West Tennessee and they asked me if I would sing there one Sunday.
After that, they asked me if I would come back in a couple of weeks and
preach. So I prayed and spoke with Don Elliott, my pastor, and told them
I would. Within 3 months, I had started Seminary and become student
pastor of that little church.
My life took an unexpected turn in January, 2004 when I was diagnosed
with Chronic Myeloid Leukemia. The initial doctor I visited told me I had 2,
maybe 3, years to live. A high school friend, who had been diagnosed with
CML about 5 years earlier told me to go to Houston, TX to the MD
Anderson Cancer Center. I was there the next Monday and placed on a
clinical trial of a new drug called Gleevec. I was in complete remission by
my 3 month visit back to Houston. In 2018, I stopped responding to the
chemo that I had been on for 14 years and my leukemia came back with
a vengeance. This was another trying time for us, but we relied on God’s
strength once again to get us through. They placed me on a new chemo
and I was back in remission. I have now lived with leukemia for 18 years.
This is the first medicine to turn cancer into a chronic, yet not fatal disease.
God is always proving to be faithful.

Continued on page 2

(“A Little Bit About Me” continued from page 1)

Session
Class of 2022
Kim Joynes
Sally Strayer
Bob Ulasewich

Class of 2023
Cookie Baker
Bob Elliott
Sondra Guffey
Scott Lantz

Class of 2024
TO BE ELECTED

Rev. Jody McKewen
Moderator / Pastor

Sally Strayer

Clerk of Session

Diaconate

My life changed again in 2007 when my wife of 20 years said to me, “I’m in
love with another man.” Only my faith in God and his call on my life
sustained me through those days. She said that she had never felt safe
since I was diagnosed with CML, wondering with every phone call if it was
the doctor telling us that my cancer had returned. She distanced herself to
shield her heart and found that feeling of safety somewhere else. I remarried in 2009 to a wonderful woman named Gaylene who is truly my
partner in life and ministry. Gaylene and I have 4 children between us. She
has two girls; Chelsey (35) and Krista (28), and I have two boys; Ian (27)
and Kevin (26). Kind of the Brady Bunch minus two. In 2019, we added a
new addition with the birth of our granddaughter Blake.
Between 2015 and 2017, I lost both my mom and my dad, my brother-inlaw, and my mother-in-law. The worst year was 2017, when we lost both my
dad and Gaylene’s mom within 8 days of each other at Christmas. I was
getting ready to join Gaylene in Canada for her mother’s funeral; I was
leaving Christmas Day to fly up there, when I received a call that my dad
was dying. We had to rely on God’s strength to get us through that season.
I have served as the solo pastor or head of staff at Parkway Presbyterian
Church in Knoxville, TN, First Presbyterian Church in Sanford, FL, Church of
the Master in Mesa, AZ, and Lutz Community Church (Tims Memorial
Presbyterian Church) in Lutz, FL. I am looking forward to getting to know
and serve with all of you at Trinity.

Class of 2022
Diane Fuchs
Dennis Ihde
Dave Kretz

I know what it means to go through the ups and downs of life. I’ve faced joys
and extreme heartache, but through it all, the God who loves me has never
left me nor forsaken me…and He never will.
—Pastor Jody

Class of 2023

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Kaye Elliott
Tammy Glover
Julie Miller
Lou Szekeres, Moderator

2022 CROP Hunger Walk

Class of 2024
TO BE ELECTED

Trustees

Geoff Baker, President
Bob Elliott, Treasurer
Sondra Guffey
Karen Mann, Secretary
Bob Ulasewich, Vice President

Trinity Matters!
Newsletter Editor
Juanita Fauser

WALKERS AND SPONSORS NEEDED: It isn’t too
late! Sign up NOW for this year’s CROP
Walk! The walk is scheduled for Sunday
afternoon, February 27. Please see Lou
Szekeres in the foyer for more info and sign
up! You can also join our team fundraising
online at Venice CROP Hunger Walk and
look for our church’s team. If you are not
walking, please sponsor one of our walkers,
or donate online. Make checks payable to
CWS/Corp. To
donate online go toe
CROP Walk Venice
FL and look for Trinity
Presbyterian Church.
— blessings,
Lou Szekeres
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BENEFIT CONCERT FOR
FEBRUARY 13TH
The John Clay Venice CROP Walk is kicking
off with a concert on Sunday, February 13th
at 3:00PM. Join us for a fun afternoon and
enjoy a FREE Benefit Concert filled with a
variety of music from classical to rock ‘n roll!
There will be several talented performers,
including our won new pastor, Jody. The
concert will be held at south Venice Baptist
Church, 3167 Englewood Road, Venice
34293, on Sunday, February 13th from
3:00 to 4:15p.m. There will be baskets at
the doors for donations, all donations
received will remain in the Venice
community and divided among the 4 local
food pantries. All are invited to stay after
the concert to socialize with cookies and
punch AND have opportunity to meet the
musicians! Come join us — We’ll be
looking for you!
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Music
Notes...

Donna Smith, Music Director

The Chancel Choir rehearses on Wednesday evenings, from 6-7pm. We will be preparing anthems for Lent and Easter and also for a
choir program closer to Easter. If you are interested in singing with the choir on a weekly basis or only for special services, please let
Donna Smith know or just show up on Wednesday evening before 6pm.
Hymn Story – Praise to the Lord the Almighty
Joachim Neander was born in 1650. His paternal line, all named Joachim Neander, were preachers of the gospel. He started off
rebellious, but ultimately became a preacher himself.
He took long walks near his home in Hochdal, Germany where he often composed hymns and sang as he walked. He was the first
hymn writer from the Calvinist branch of Protestantism. Joachim wrote Praise to the Lord the Almighty when he was 30 years old. It
was the same year that he died from tuberculosis.
One of his favorite walking spots was a beautiful gorge a few miles from Dusseldorf. The Dussel River flowed through this area. He so
loved this spot that it eventually was named for him, Neander Valley. The old German word for valley was ‘tal’ or ‘thal’ with a silent ‘H’.
Two hundred years later, the owner of the valley, used the area as a mine, which was a source for limestone to manufacture cement.
In 1856, miners discovered caves which contained human bones. This discovery of human bones began much research into
archeology and human history. Even though Joachim Neander was a composer and preacher, his name is best known for the naming
of these bones: the line of humans called “Neanderthals’.
Praise to the Lord the Almighty - lyrics
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;
Praise Him in glad adoration.
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee;
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
If with His love He befriend thee.
Praise to the Lord, who, when tempests their warfare are waging,
Who, when the elements madly around thee are raging,
Biddeth them cease, turneth their fury to peace,
Whirlwinds and waters assuaging.
Praise to the Lord, who, when darkness of sin is abounding,
Who, when the godless do triumph, all virtue confounding,
Sheddeth His light, chaseth the horrors of night,
Saints with His mercy surrounding.
Praise to the Lord, oh, let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him;
Let the Amen sound from His people again,
Gladly for aye we adore Him.
Trinity Matters—February 2022
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Ladies of Trinity
Luncheon
February 16

CAREGIVERS’

MINISTRY TEAMS

SUPPORT GROUP

Clerk of Session
Sally Strayer
614-561-3276
sallystrayer@yahoo.com

“The Way We Were”

Buildings & Grounds
Scott Lantz
217-825-5794
sklantz84@gmail.com
Boomers & More
Cookie Baker
586-306-7796
Baker.cookie1@gmail.com

The ladies of Trinity will hold a Pot
Luck Luncheon on Wednesday,
February 16 in the Community Life
Center. The theme for the day is “The
Way We Were,” and we would like
everyone to bring a picture of
themselves of when you were in your
20’s or 30’s. Bring a dish to
share. Beverage and dessert will be
provided. Any questions, please call
Florence Barker at 941-493-1439.
You may sign up in the foyer after
worship and join us on February 16 for
this time of fellowship. Please plan to
arrive about 11:45AM.

Caregiving is one of the greatest
challenges and opportunities belonging
to a support group can be a lifeline on
this journey. Trinity has a Caregivers’
Support Group that meets on the third
Friday of each month. Our next meeting
will be on February 18. If you or you
know a caregiver who needs support,
please invite them to join us. In January
we will begin meeting again “in person”
in the church lounge. For more
information or to be added to the email
list, please contact co-facilitator Barbara
Winsmore (941-830-2100) or Roberta
French (941-484-7465).

Financial Snapshot
Receipts
Expenditures

January
$39,334
$69,022

YTD
$39,334
$69,022

If you have any questions, please contact Linda Trzaskos at
finance@trinitypc.org.
Thank you so much for your faithfulness. You may
give to TPC at any time by going to the church’s
website (www.TrinityPC.org) and clicking on the green
“GIVE NOW” button. Or, you may simply scan the
QR code above with your smart phone. Set up a
new account and start e-giving today!
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Christian Education
Sondra Guffey
941-302-8927
sondraguffey@gmail.com
Outreach / Membership
Cheryl Szekeres
708-207-3564
cspawbear@gmail.com
Debbie Kretz
724-822-6041
debbiekretz@gmail.com

Missions
Mike Hague
404-277-6260
Mikeahague@gmail.com
Personnel
Mark Mitchell
240-818-7589
coachmarkmitchell@icloud.com
Worship
Sally Strayer
614-561-3276
sallystrayer@yahoo.com
Stephen Leaders
Wilson Barker
941-493-1439
Paul Mrha
941-485-8575
A Note from the Office
If your email address has
changed, please notify the church
office as soon as possible. Any
updated addresses, phone
numbers, birthdays, and
anniversaries are appreciated.
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Church School Class to Begin
on February 13
Rev. Bill Gaydos will be leading a study of the book Making Sense of God, by Tim
Keller, founding Pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church, one of the largest and most
active churches in Manhattan. The church actively invites skeptics and atheists to its
discussion groups, where many have found faith. What Keller learned from these
discussion groups formed the material for this book. The book is available for $16.50 on
Amazon or through Bill Gaydos. The class will meet in classroom 1 and start on Sunday,
February 13, from 9:30 to 10:30a.m.

Our Annual Congregational Meeting has been
called for Sunday, February 27th at 11a.m.
Anyone may attend the meeting, however, only
members have the privilege of the floor and vote.
Election of officers will also take place at this
meeting. Annual Reports will be available to pick
up on Sunday, February, 20th. Session voted to
have one service at 10a.m. on the 27th, for the
benefit of those who attend both the
Contemporary and Traditional Services would be
able to attend. Please mark the date on your
calendar and plan to be there.
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SUNDAY FEBRUARY 27
JOINT WORSHIP SERVICE AT
10AM
We will have one joint service on Sunday, February
27th at 10:00am with our Annual Congregational
Meeting immediately following at 11:00a.m. Be sure
to mark it on your calendar and join us for praise and
worship!
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Community Assistance Ministry
Loving People where they are Because of Who We Are in
Christ

Healing

Willy & Mello Wolter
Sandy Kagy
Ron & Mary Foster
Melba Elmer
Neil Woofter
John Quinn
Kirk Kochensparger
Carolyn Lin
Mark Mitchell
Myron Idhe
Joshua Henry
June Paynter
Tammy Glover
Bill Ingleton

Assisted Living

Gertrude Bouwma
Annette Goodsen
Betty Kuhlman
Betty Lutze
Merrie Manbeck
Jolan West
Gladys Moore
Charlie Barr
Nancy Opie
Jim Meister
Bill Carlson
Jerri Vinnenberg
Bill & Kay Hesterhagen

For Ministry

Mission Partners:
Rev. Dan & Elizabeth Turk,
PC(USA) Missionaries
to Madagascar
Rev. Miguel Estrada,
Misión Peniel
“Rejoice always,
pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you.

My Brothers and Sisters, It is my extreme
honor and pleasure to be able to write this
note to you today! By God’s great grace
and through all of your incredible prayers,
donations, and volunteer efforts, we
continue to be able to meet the urgent
food shortage needs of our local
community—even during such uncertain, turbulent, and
demanding days as these! Thanks be to God!
These days things are truly changing on a daily basis… What
are the dangers, the needs, how pressing are they, how are we
to wisely utilize the gifts He’s given us in our attempts to be not
hearers only but doers of His Word? I’ve never experienced
anything like this in my life! But I can also say that I’ve never
seen Him be so Faithful! Sure, the challenges and opportunities
for improvements are with us every day. But so is Our God, The
Very Spirit of Love Himself!
We continue to distribute healthy between 10-12 tons of food
twice a week at no cost to those who receive it. Can I get an
“AMEN!” We also continue to support multiple offsite ministry
outreaches in partnership with other local pantries. Thanks be to
God for the ability to assist them as well!
Yes, we are certain to continue to encounter obstacles in these
efforts, but through prayer and obediently walking by Faith
according to His Spirit’s leading we SHALL be His Body of
“Called-out Ones” living His Abundant Life, even yet to our
overflowing with joy, the ministry to His other children, and all to
His glory alone!
So be encouraged this day and the days to come, even in the
troubles and travail. Be assured, God is Good! Rest in Him! For
He who is Perfect, Able, True, and Willing is also Love. Love in
us and Love through us..
Your Brother and fellow servant,
—Todd, Director of CAM
“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me,... “Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? “The
King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
Matthew 25:35-40, NIV.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
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Breath Prayer
Breath Prayer is
an ancient form of
prayer and is
easily done.
Simply choose
one or two lines
or a short
scripture verse to
meditate on and inhale and exhale
through them.
Here is one example from Psalm
25:1-2a:
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
My God, in you I put my trust.
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
My God, in you I put my trust.
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
My God, in you I put my trust.
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
My God, in you I put my trust.

Session Highlights
At its stated meeting on December
21, 2021, the Session considered the
following items:
 Received second reading on
proposed 2022 Operating
Budget;
 Approved proposed Financial Policy Manual;
 Received report from those who made phone calls to members who have not
yet returned to in-person worship that a large number of the 59 members
called were still staying home due to health reasons, age, and COVID, with a
few indicating they would not be returning; and
 Approved removing 43 members from the Membership Roll who have either
moved away or requested to be removed.
At its stated meeting on January 17, 2022, the Session considered the following
items:
 Approved 2022 Operating Budget of $572,922 with an anticipated operating
deficit of about $100,000, this budget is about 10% below 2021’s;
 Approved the following to serve as officers on the Board of Directors for
CAM: Mike Hague, Chair; Lou Szekeres, Vice-Chair; Debbie Kretz,
Secretary; Geoff Baker, Treasurer; and received first reading of the
proposed Bylaws and Policy Manual for CAM
 Approved setting the Annual Congregational Meeting to be held on Sunday,
February 27, immediately following a combined worship service to be held
at 10:00 a.m. (Sunday School class will be held at 9:00).
The next Session meeting is scheduled for February 21. Please see
Clerk of Session Elder Sally Strayer or Pastor Jody McKewen
for any questions.

FACEBOOK PAGE GOING STRONG
It has been almost 2 years since our Facebook page was reactivated. Social media is an important
way to communicate with our church members, community and beyond. It has been a great way to
stay connected, especially during COVID and not having in person services for six months.
Not only do I send out daily inspirational posts, church news and updates, we livestream our
worship services. We also post activities and neighborhood events and our special events,
concerts, and get information out for things such as our White Elephant sale. Remember, if we all
share our Facebook messages with our friends and FB groups, thousands will see our posts. It’s
the Best FREE advertising we can get! Do you think only our members like our Facebook
page? We currently have 210 following us, mostly from the USA, but would you believe we have
people from Canada, Brazil, India, United Kingdom, Turkey Chama, Barbados, Myanmar, Ghana,
Burundi following us. It is amazing that we can Share the Love of Christ with people all over the
world, people we've never met or will never meet.
If you haven't checked us out recently, please do
so. Go to Trinity Presbyterian Church of S
Venice, Fl and like our page. Want something
posted? Contact me (cspawbear@gmail.com) and
if appropriate I will post it for you.
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by Cheryl Szekerres, FB Administrator
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Joshua Henry and the whole
“Henry Family” wish to thank the
prayer group and Trinity Family for
their prayers over the past six
months. His chemo treatments
ended in December and he is in
complete remission! God is SO
GOOD!!

FROM PASTOR BILL TENG
Karen and I wish to express our deepest gratitude for all the
fond-farewells, well-wishes, cards, and generous gifts on our
departure from Trinity. I especially wish to thank all of you for
allowing me the privilege to serve you as your Interim Pastor in
these last 22½ months. I have accepted an offer from Burnt
Store Presbyterian Church in Punta Gorda to be their Interim
Music Director beginning February 1 (following the retirement of
Sue Brembs, our former Music Director at Trinity) and I look forward to returning to my love for church music after 26 years,
which I did not expect, but then again we all know God works in
mysterious ways. I now want to echo Paul’s greeting in Philippians 1:3-4 that “I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of
you.” May our loving Lord richly bless you and your ministry as
you embark on a new journey with your new pastor!

2
5
6
7
8
9
10
12
12
19
20
22
23
25

Terry Featherston
Greg Swat
Paul Mrha
Don Stewart
Cheryl Szekeres
Bill Goetluck
Penny Ward
Kristy Frazee
Mary Lou May
Vera Day
Betty French
Mary Walters
Wayne Edgar
Jacki Gaydos
Mary Horner
Ron Foster

2021 Annual Reports
Be sure to pick up a copy of the 2021
Annual Report and read through it
prior to the meeting on February 28.
They will be available to pick up on
Sunday, February 21 following each
worship service.

2/18/1995
2/25/1983

Seth & Kelley Jones
John & Susan Mather

PRAYER-N-SHARE
THURSDAYS AT 7PM
Become a Prayer Warrior...Join this group of
people who come together each Thursday
evening at 7pm (via Zoom) for a time of
sharing prayer concerns and praying for
those within our church family and beyond
during this 30-minute online Prayer-n-Share
gathering. An email is sent out weekly, you
also may find the link on our website
(www.trinitypc.org). If you do not receive the
emails and would like to be added to the
church email list or have a prayer request,
please let the church office know (email
Juanita.fauser@trinitypc.org).
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