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“The Carol of Peace”

As we are now in the season of Advent,
the sounds of Christmas music are
everywhere we go — first in the stores
and on radio stations, and then on
television commercials.
However, probably no Christmas carol
has endeared itself to the world as that
written by Joseph Mohr and Franz Gruber
in a tiny village of Oberdorf in the Austrian
Alps. On Christmas Eve 1818, Mohr, the
TRINITY
young assistant priest, wrote a few
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
stanzas of poetry for the season. He
4365 Englewood Road
presented the words to Gruber, the church
Venice, FL 34293
Phone: 941.493.0018
organist, who immediately set to giving a
www.TrinityPC.org
haunting tune to the lyrics. As the church
TRINITY MATTERS! is published monthly organ had given out and couldn’t be
except for June/July and
repaired in time for the evening, Mohr
December/January.
sang the tenor part, accompanying himself
on a guitar, while Gruber sang the bass,
with a choir of village girls joining in the
melody.
The carol soon made its way beyond
STAFF
their little village, but under anonymous
Rev. Bill Teng
authorship. Until the 1850s, neither Mohr
Interim Pastor
nor Gruber, living in their remote village,
pastor@trinitypc.org
knew that their song was rapidly becoming
Juanita Fauser
the most beloved piece of Christmas
Church Administrator
music ever written — nor did the world
Juanita.fauser@trinitypc.org
knew of its writers, Mohr and Gruber.
The song has continued to be on the
Linda Trzaskos
move. From the frontlines of war-torn
Finance Manager
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countries to prisons of hostages, from little
country churches to international peace
Donna Smith
conferences — “Silent Night” has been the
Music Director
world’s carol of peace.
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However, when we look back at the
Doug Hamstra
narrative accounts of the birth of Jesus in
Organist/Pianist
the Bible, it is hard to understand that our
Organist@trinitypc.org
Lord was not welcomed by all: We know
that King Herod did not take the news
Todd Miller
kindly when the wise men told him they
Director of
Community Assistance Ministry had come to worship a newborn king.
Herod’s rage and fear actually caused the
Todd.miller@trinitypc.org
death of the children of Bethlehem — it
Walter Pratt
was hardly a time of peace!
Custodian
I believe news of the lordship of Christ
is good news only for those who recognize
Charlie Bartell
Jesus as the Son of God who came not to
Facility Maintenance
impose arbitrary limits on our tottering,
little kingdoms of prestige and power, but

to offer a wholly new dimension of life in
God and life with God. To welcome Christ
into our lives — to surrender our lives to
him — will lead us to
the
ultimate “...we are given
discovery that we
can let go of our
in Christ a
little,
selfish
kingdoms because
share of a
we are given in
Christ a share of a
greater
greater
kingdom
where
love
and
kingdom
grace
are
the
governing principles.
where love
That’s the kind of
eternal kingdom we and grace are
long for. That’s the
kind of peace that the governing
we hope for!
As
Howard
principles.”
Thurmond writes in
his Parables Etc. —
When the song of the angels is silent
When the star in the sky is gone
When the kings and princes are home
When the shepherds are again tending
their sheep
When the manger is darkened and still
The work of Christmas begins —
To find the lost
To heal the broken
To feed the hungry
To rebuild the nations
To bring peace among people
To befriend the lonely
To release the prisoner
To make music in the heart.
As we look forward to another
Advent/Christmas season and a new year,
let us resolve to surrendering to God our
little kingdoms and look to him for
guidance and strength to do the work that
he has charged us to do on his behalf, so
that the peace that the Prince of Peace
came to bring may be truly realized!
Yours in Christ,

Session Highlights

SESSION
Class of 2021
Mike Hague
Debbie Kretz
Mark Mitchell
Cheryl Szekeres

At its stated meeting on November 15, 2021, the Session considered the
following items:
 Received report from the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) on a final
candidate that the PNC is presenting;


Approved the PNC’s request to have the candidate preach at TPC on
December 19, and to call a Congregational Meeting immediately after the
worship service to approve the candidate and the Terms of Call;



Approved a joint worship service at 10:00 a.m. on December 19;



Received First Reading on proposed 2022 Operating Budget;

Cookie Baker
Bob Elliott
Sondra Guffey
Scott Lantz



Approved designating Christmas Offering to cover 2021 operating
expenses;



Approved adding an extra item to the Called Congregational Meeting on
December 19 to elect a Congregational Nominating Committee; and

Rev. Bill Teng



Approved recommendation from Personnel Team to add 3% cost of living
adjustment to staff, with an additional 2% to custodial staff in 2022.

Class of 2022
Kim Joynes
Sally Strayer
Bob Ulasewich

Class of 2023

Moderator / Interim Pastor

Sally Strayer
Clerk of Session

The next Session meeting is scheduled for December 13. Please see Clerk of
Session Elder Sally Strayer or Pastor Teng for any questions.

DIACONATE
Class of 2021
Wilson Barker
Nancy Eells
Susan Mather
Mary Walters

Financial Snapshot

Class of 2022
Diane Fuchs
Dennis Ihde
Dave Kretz

Class of 2023
Kaye Elliott
Tammy Glover
Julie Miller
Lou Szekeres, Moderator

TRUSTEES
Geoff Baker, President
Bob Elliott, Treasurer
Terry Featherston
Sondra Guffey
Karen Mann, Secretary
Bob Ulasewich, Vice President

Trinity Matters!
Newsletter Editor
Juanita Fauser
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Nov. 2021
Receipts $20,328
Expenses $55,526
$35,198
PPP Loan/Grant

Year-To-Date Monthly Budget
$304,913
$449,974
$145,061

$50,123
$50,123

$36,030
$109,031 Expenses over receipts

If you have any questions, please contact Linda Trzaskos
at finance@trinitypc.org. Thank you so much for your
faithfulness. You may give to TPC at any time by going to
the church’s website (www.TrinityPC.org) and click on the
green “GIVE NOW” button. Or, you may simply scan the
QR code above here with your smart phone. Set up a
new account and start e-giving today!

Blue Christmas Service

MINISTRY TEAMS
Clerk of Session

Sally Strayer
614-561-3276
sallystrayer@yahoo.com

Buildings & Grounds
Scott Lantz
217-825-5794
sklantz84@gmail.com

Boomers & More

Cookie Baker
586-306-7796
Baker.cookie1@gmail.com

The Christmas season is a time of joy, hope, and peace. Yet many people
find the Christmas season difficult. Coping with the death of a loved one,
depression, anxiety, loneliness, or living with a chronic illness can steal our
Christmas joy. We invite you to join us for a Blue Christmas service on
Tuesday, December 21 at 4:00pm, which acknowledges that amidst the
pain we are reminded that Jesus is with us and walks with us during the
most difficult times of our lives. Invite someone to come join us who may be
facing a difficult Christmas season. We hope you will join us!

Christian Education

Sondra Guffey
941-302-8927
sondraguffey@gmail.com

Outreach / Membership
Cheryl Szekeres
708-207-3564
cspawbear@gmail.com

Debbie Kretz
724-822-6041
debbiekretz@gmail.com

Missions

Mike Hague
404-277-6260
Mikeahague@gmail.com

Christmas Eve Service — December 24 at 4:30pm
Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be held at 4:30pm. Plan to join us
for this joyous worship service as we hear the Word read and preached, sing
familiar carols, and celebrate the birth of Christ, the “Light of the World” as we
worship together.

Christmas
Poinsettias
You may have
noticed the
beautiful
Poinsettias in
the Sanctuary,
they are available for
purchase. Cost is $8/plant
and may be given in honor
or memory of loved ones.
Call the church office (941493-0018 ext. 224) or fill out
the form in the bulletin.

,

From the Board of Deacons Kaye Elliott
Thank you to everyone who filled Christmas Joy Bags with
candies and treats for the children at Misión Peniel as well as
the monetary donations. The bags will be delivered to the
mission next week. 2021 has been a tough year for all of us
and we thank you for your continued support of this mission
project. It helps to make a big difference in the lives of others.

Personnel

Mark Mitchell
240-818-7589
coachmarkmitchell@icloud.com

Worship

Sally Strayer
614-561-3276
sallystrayer@yahoo.com

Stephen Leaders
Wilson Barker
941-493-1439
Paul Mrha
941-485-8575

A Note from the Office

If your email address has
changed, please notify the
church office as soon as
possible. Any updated
addresses, phone numbers,
birthdays, and anniversaries
are appreciated.
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Donna Smith, Music Director

Special Christmas Events!
December 10 — Christmas Carol Sing-Along at
6:30-7:30pm
Come with your singing voices and plan to belt out everything from “Come
Thou Long Expected Jesus,” “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear,” and “White
Christmas,” to “How Great Our Joy,” “I'll be home for Christmas,” “Joyful,
Joyful,” and other favorite Christmas songs.

December 12 — Special Music in Both Services
Whether you attend Contemporary (8:30am) or Traditional (10:30am)
Worship there will be something for you. You might even want to consider
attending both services if you really like Christmas music. We have
everything from Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah” with Christmas lyrics to Third
Day’s Christmas hit “Born In Bethlehem” in the Contemporary service
and “Do You Hear What I Hear,” “Gesu Bambino,” and “Pat-A-Pan” are
some of the music selections being presented in the
traditional service.

December 19 — Combined Worship Service at 10:00am
The Choir and Praise Team together will present “Holy Is His Name”
(The Magnificat) by John Michael Talbot.

December 24 — Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service at 4:30pm
Pre-service music and special music during worship will be presented by
Lori Getty, cello; Donna Smith, violin; and Doug Hamstra on piano.

December 26 — Combined Christmas Worship Service at 10:00am
There will be plenty of Christmas carols for you to sing in this combined
worship service the day after Christmas.
The music ministry would love to have more people singing/leading in worship.
Tuesday evenings at 7:00, the Praise Team gathers to rehearse for
Contemporary worship. Wednesday at 6:30pm, the Chancel Choir practices
for Traditional worship. Do you play an instrument? There is always a need
for instrumentalists to enhance worship. Instruments can be added to the
hymns as well as preparing special music for the Offertory. If music is one
of your gifts, please consider participating in worship through music.
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On Stewardship
“Working Together: Celebrating God’s Good Gifts”
“Time” is an important subject to God. There are over
230 references to “time” in the Bible. Those who walk in
a wise manner are described in one translation as
people who are “redeeming the time” (Ephesians 5:16).
Redeeming the time means that we are to make the
most of every opportunity to invest our time — and our
talents — in things that really count, mainly in the lives of
people and in service to Christ. On the one hand, we
can fritter away the time and talents that God has given
to us in trivial pursuits or selfish interests. Or we can
take to heart what Christ said and seek first His kingdom
and His righteousness.
Stewardship has been likened to a three-legged
stool. Total stewardship consists of the “three Ts” —
time, talents, AND treasure. Remove any one of the
three, and stewardship in an individual life, in a family
and in a church like ours is severely weakened and
undermined.
Underlying this analogy and our use of time, talents
and treasure is the clear teaching of Scripture: God
owns it all! Repeatedly the Bible emphasizes God’s
ownership of everything and our role as managers and
stewards of what God has entrusted to us.
A children’s musical, “Treasure Island,” by David and
Celeste Clydesdale, contains this important message:
Tick-tock, tick-tock, twenty-four hours in each day.
Tick-tock, tick-tock, sixty minutes in each hour.
What we do and what we say,
time will tell what our hearts treasure.
We can put first things first in the use of our time and
talents here at TPC.
When it comes to our finances, we have a choice.
We can squander them on things that do not matter in
“the long run,” things that do not count for eternity. We
can hoard them, putting our total emphasis on the “rainy
day” that is yet to come. We can refuse to share with
others who are in need. We can be stingy when it comes
to giving back to the Lord that which is rightfully his.
Certainly we have the ability to treat our finances in any
of these ways. But do we have the right?
When we take any of these approaches, we act as

though the money is really ours. We fail to recognize the
truth of Deuteronomy 8:18: “But remember the Lord
your God, for it is he who gives you power to get
wealth.” And when we act as though the money is ours,
we fail to glorify God in its use and fail to “seek first the
kingdom of God” in our giving and in our living.
One day a lady called the Butterball Turkey Company
and said that she found a frozen turkey in her freezer
with an expiration date 15-years old. She wanted to
know whether it was safe to cook and eat. The Butterball
representative said the company highly recommended
that she throw it away. “Oh, that’s okay,” she said. “I’ll
just give it to my church.” As the ditty goes:
Leftovers are such humble things,
we would not serve them to a guest,
and yet we serve them to our Lord
who deserves the very best.
We give to him leftover time,
stray minutes here and there,
leftover cash we give to him,
such few coins as we can spare.
We give our youth unto the world,
to hatred, lust and strife;
then in declining years we give
to him the remnant of our life.
As you consider the time, talents, AND treasure God has
given to you, please remember that we are “working
Together — Celebrating God’s good gifts.” You might
want to pray this prayer: “Lord, as you provide, by faith,
this is how I intend to give.” As we step out by faith,
working together and trusting God to provide, it will be
absolutely amazing to watch God bless our efforts more
than we might ask or even think (Ephesians 3:20).
Thank you for your faithfulness to the Lord and to the
mission and ministry of Trinity Presbyterian Church.
Thank you for your consistency in giving of your time,
talents, and treasure to the work of the Lord here. And
thank you for what you are going to do in the future in
celebration of God’s good gifts!
“ . . . we are God’s servants, working together.”
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Called Congregational Meeting
MEET AND HEAR OUR PASTORCANDIDATE ON DECEMBER 19

HEALING
Willy & Mello Wolter
Sandy Kagy
Ron & Mary Foster
Melba Elmer
Neil Woofter
Alice Burton
Kirk Kochensparger
Carolyn Lin
Mark Mitchell
Keith Askin
Myron Idhe

Our Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) has
announced it has decided on a final pastorcandidate who will be preaching on Sunday,
December 19, in a joint worship service at
10:00 a.m. Session has called a
Congregational Meeting for immediately
following the service for our FULL members to approve the Candidate and the
Terms of Call. All church members and worshippers are urged to be present for that
Sunday. Please keep in mind that our Presbyterian polity does not permit the identity
of the Candidate to be disclosed prior to that day for obvious reasons, and our PNC
members will not be able to answer any specific questions about the Candidate as a
result. Thank you for your kind understanding!

ASSISTED LIVING

Stewardship Update

Gertrude Bouwma
Annette Goodsen
Betty Kuhlman
Betty Lutze
Merrie Manbeck
Jolan West
Gladys Moore
Charlie Barr
Nancy Opie
Jim Meister
Bill Carlson
Bill & Kay Hesterhagen

FOR MINISTRY
Mission Partners:
Rev. Dan & Elizabeth Turk, PC(USA)
Missionaries to Madagascar
Rev. Miguel Estrada,
Misión Peniel

Please pray for Dianne Pike and family as her
husband, Carl, died on November 21. Also for
Geoff Baker and family upon the death of his
brother, Greg, who died on November 23. May
the risen Lord bring comfort and the sure hope
of the resurrection in their bereavement!

Rejoice always,
pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).
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So far, we have received 76
Faith Promise Cards totaling
$248,900 toward our 2022
proposed Operating Budget of
$573,000. If you have yet to
return your response, please
either put it in the offering plate
after worship or mail it back to
the church office at your earlier
convenience. This will help
Session finalize our 2022
As a reminder, if you are age 70½ or older,
Operating Budget. If you have
you may make a tax-free charitable
any questions regarding the
contribution to the church from your IRA
budget, please feel free to call
account. If you meet this age requirement,
either Elder Geoff Baker,
you can transfer up to $100,000 per year
directly from your IRA account to the church President of the Board of
without paying income tax on the transaction. Trustees, or Pastor Bill Teng.
Thank you for your continued
In addition, if you file a joint tax return, your
support as we anticipate what
spouse can also make a charitable
God will continue to do in and
contribution to the church from their IRA of
through us in 2022!
up to $100,000, meaning couples can

Contributing IRA Funds
to Trinity Church

exclude up to $200,000 of their IRA
retirement savings from income tax if they
donate it to the church. Qualified charitable
contributions must be made by December
31 each year in order to exclude that amount
from taxable income.
Please contact your tax advisor if you have
any questions on this tax savings and
charitable giving opportunity. IRS Publication
590-B titled Distributions from Individual
Retirement Arrangements (IRA’s) is also a
resource.

From the Pastor Nominating Committee, Becky Hague, Chair
You know Advent begins right after Thanksgiving? Your PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee), comprised of
Becky Hague, Geoff Baker, Sondra Guffey, Diane Jansen, Kim Joynes, Lou Szekeres, Bob Ulasewich,
and Presbytery Liaison, Rev. Lyn Olsen, know…
Advent means — COMING!
Well I’m here to tell you about a special Trinity Presbyterian Church Advent…
Our Pastoral Candidate is COMING … Sunday, December 19.
On that day he will preach ONE combined service at 10:00 am and Session has called a Congregational
Meeting for immediately afterward to affirm this call by voting.
Do you realize THIS church hasn’t called a permanent pastor in over 25-years?
If you have read the latest newsletter, you know that our church members play an important part in this entire
process:
1. You elected the Pastor Nominating Committee;
2. You answered the surveys our Transition Team worked so hard to get a 66% response rate to;
3. You attended Focus/Visioning group meetings to offer input on the future of Trinity and its
future leader;
4. The next step in this process is to attend the December 19 worship service and vote
afterwards to approve the Candidate and on the Terms of Call for our Candidate;
5. We are known as a welcoming congregation engaged in missions here and afar, help welcome
our Candidate and be prepared to engage in and continue our Good Works.
It’s been a considerable time since Trinity has been in this “season” — so let me remind you of a few ground
rules the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) sets forth with regard to this part of the process:
1. We (your PNC) has to keep the particulars with regard to our Candidate confidential — the
denomination does this for good reason. Nothing is completed with this Candidate until the
outcome of the congregational meeting (when you vote) as their current congregation may not
be aware of a potential call by another church. Please honor the process and the Candidate
but don’t expect answers from any of the PNC members with regard to our Candidate — we
CAN tell you all about the rigorous process required to get to this point.
2. You know we LOVE high season when so many of you who LOVE our weather return here.
Since Trinity is likely your second church (your first being where your permanent home is),
some of you are Affiliate Members here. Under the Book of Order, Affiliate Members are not
eligible to vote in this process. You are most welcome to attend worship and the
Congregational Meeting, but you will not be able to vote.
Thanks for your trust in your Pastor Nominating Committee. Thanks for the many thoughts and prayers made
with regard to this process. Please mark December 19 on your calendar, and please COME to worship and
the Congregational Meeting!

NEW MEMBERS CLASS
If you have been worshiping here at Trinity and would like to be a full member, an affiliate
member, or to become a full member from an affiliate membership, there is a New Members
Class scheduled for Saturday morning, December 4, from 10:00 to 12:00 noon. (Please
remember: only FULL members are eligible to vote in a congregational meeting.) The Session
will officially receive you into membership at the end of the class.
If you would like to be a part of this orientation class, please contact the church office (941-4930018 ext. 224), email pastor@trinitypc.org, or talk with Pastor Teng.
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January
BIRTHDAYS

12/01
12/02
12/04
12/05
12/06
12/08
12/09
12/11
12/12
12/15
12/16
12/19

12/22
12/23
12/24
12/25
12/26
12/27
12/28
12/29
12/30

Jake Frantz
Barry Watson
Barbara Davis
Dave Kretz
Shirley O’Donnell
John Jackson
George Wileman
Bob Elliott
Kaye Elliott
Nanci Korman
Lenora Jones
Char Schnieders
Kim Stephan
Dick Conrad
Jayne Huserik
Bob Lamberty
Linda Myers
Donald Ward
Carol Kraus
Kathy Lantz
Jerri Vinnenberg
Merrie Manbeck
Joe Shary
Debra Watkins
Diane Fuchs
Stew Beyer
Kirk Kochensparger
Bud Hoffman
Mona Lee Burr
Pastor Bill Teng

1/01
1/02
1/04
1/07
1/09

Sunday Lectionary Readings

5

DECEMBER 2021
Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79
Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6

12

Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18

19

Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:47-55
Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-55

26

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52

JANUARY 2022

12/03/54
12/12/
12/12/53
12/19/59
12/22/56
12/23/92
12/29/01

Bob & Jan Hipple
Bruce & Judy Holmes
Jack & Peggy Kirk
Ron & Mary Foster
Neil & Eleanor Woofter
Mark & Kristi Mitchell
Roland & Kim Joynes

2

Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:1-18

9

Isaiah 1:7; Psalm 29
Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

16

Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10
1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11

23

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21

30

Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30

1/13
1/16
1/18
1/19
1/22
1/23
1/24
1/27
1/28
1/29
1/31

Gerrie Bowerman
Dan Church
Juanita Fauser
Bob Lorish
Mary Ven Housen
Erin Fauser
Jim Inglis
Janet Mason
Seth French
Debbie Kretz
Pedcro Gonzalez
Annette Goodsen
Dianne Pike
Jen Wion
Dave Fedder
Gretchen Hunt
Susan Mather
Ellen Eck
Barbara Haag
Cathy Bruennig
Sharon Swat
Carole Stewart
Michael Tasker
Dale Dixon
Mike Easterly

January

ANNIVERSARIES
1/11/80
1/16/70
1/21/67
1/22/55
1/25/60
1/28/84
1/31

Dave & Sandi McQuiston
Jim & Pat Aimino
Dave & Sandi Fedder
Don & Diane Meitz
Bob & Karen Susa
Dan & Pat Church
Bill & Tammy Glover

THURSDAYS

AT

7PM

Do you miss praying and sharing
with one another? Join Pastor Teng
and others for this 30-minute online
Prayer-n-Share gathering on Zoom
at 7:00 every Thursday evening.
“Rejoice in hope; be patient in
suffering; persevere in prayer”
(Romans 12:12).
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