Christ-Centered / Biblically-Based / Spiritually-Alive!

TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Venice, Florida

10:30 A.M., December 5, 2021

Second Sunday of Advent
Traditional Worship

Welcome to Trinity Presbyterian Church

We welcome you warmly to Trinity Presbyterian Church where we strive to be
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. We are especially thankful for visitors, and we are
grateful to be able to worship in person again.
All service liturgy is projected onto the screen, but you’re welcome to use the pew
Bible or hymnal when referenced. If you have trouble hearing clearly, there are
hearing devices that could be obtained from one of the ushers.
We are currently livestreaming our worship services for those who are not able to
be with us in person. Please feel free to invite others to worship with us online. You
may access our livestreaming on YouTube on Sunday or recordings afterwards.
Please go to the church website (trinitypc.org) for the direct link.
During this period, baskets will be placed in the narthex for your
offering. As an alternative, you may also give online directly by either
going to the church website and clicking on the green “GIVE NOW”
button, or scan the QR code here on the right with your smart phone.
The season of Advent is a corporate spiritual journey that calls for expectant
waiting and readiness for the coming of Christ. It is hoped that when the church
travels this journey and treats it as a discipline of life and prayer, the joy of
Christmas is immeasurably intensified. The color purple or blue is used for Advent
as it is expressive of hope (expectation, anticipation), which is again the dominant
mood of Advent.

SESSION
Class of 2021

Mike Hague
Debbie Kretz
Mark Mitchell
Cheryl Szekeres

Class of 2022

Kim Joynes
Sally Strayer, Clerk
Bob Ulasewich

Class of 2023

Cookie Baker
Bob Elliott
Sondra Guffey
Scott Lantz

DIACONATE
Class of 2021

Wilson Barker
Nancy Eells
Susan Mather
Mary Walters

Class of 2022
Diane Fuchs
Dennis Ihde
Dave Kretz

Class of 2023

Kaye Elliott
Tammy Glover
Julie Miller
Lou Szekeres, Moderator

Lectionary Readings for Today (Year C):

Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6
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People’s response in bold & italic type

APPROACHING THE THRONE OF GRACE
Preparing for Worship
“And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with
knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the
day of Christ you may be pure and blameless” (Philippians 1:9-10).
Gathering Music

Doug Hamstra, Organ

Chiming of the Trinity

Linda Mercantini

Greetings & Congregational Life Shared
Pastor Bill Teng
The Lord be with you. And also with you . . .
. . . The grace and peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.
Voluntary

“Prière à Notre Dame”

Order of Service

Standing for those who are able

Léon Boëllmann (1895)

Lighting of the Second Advent Candle
John & Sue Mather
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness but have the light of life” (John 8:12).
We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.
“I will lead the blind by a road they do not know, by paths they have not known I
will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough
places into level ground. These are the things I will do, and I will not forsake
them” (Isaiah 42:16).
Come, Lord Jesus, our light and life.
Until that day, let us walk in the light of the Lord.
Hymn #135

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Prayer of Adoration
Call to Confession

hyfrydol
Elder Paul Mrha

MAKING OUR CONFESSION

Prayer of Confession
Eternal God: We confess we often resist your holy realm — You come with
fire to cleanse us, yet we do not always appreciate your ways; you come
with water to save us, yet we persist in our sin.
Forgive us, God of grace. Prepare the way in us to greet the One who is
coming, so that we may see your salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Silent Reflection (Reflecting on the Prayer of Confession)
Assurance of Pardon
. . . Friends, believe the Good News. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
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Call to Offering
Offertory

Pastor Teng

Air for Advent (based on Air on G String by J.S. Bach)
Chancel Choir / Donna Smith, Director

Prayer of Dedication

T. Fettke (2005)
Elder Mrha

READING AND HEARING GOD’S WORD

First Scripture Reading, Luke 3:1-6
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

“Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates”

Hymn

truro

Second Scripture Reading, Philippians 1:3-11
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Pastor Teng

Sermon

“Joyful Waiting!”

SEALING THE WORD - HOLY COMMUNION
Scripture Sentences
Institution of Sacrament
Prayer of Consecration & The Lord’s Prayer
…Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Invitation to Partake
Communion of the People
Prayer After Communion
RESPONDING TO
Reception of New Members
Hymn #381

GOD’S WORD

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”

st. george’s windsor

Charge and Blessing
Voluntary

“Hymn to Joy”

arr. R. Ellsasser (1964)

Audio/Video Tech Team

Mike Hague, Martha Cornell, Lou Szekeres

Join a 30-minute Online Prayer-n-Share
Thursday Evenings at 7:00

(Please see church website for link: TrinityPC.org)
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DAILY LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THIS WEEK
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Morning: Psalms 122; 145 / Evening: Psalms 40; 67
Amos 7:1-9; Revelation 1:1-8; Matthew 22:23-33
Morning: Psalms 33; 146 / Evening: Psalms 85; 94
Amos 7:10-17; Revelation 1:9-16; Matthew 22:34-46
Morning: Psalms 50; 147:1-11 / Evening: Psalms 53; 17
Amos 8:1-14; Revelation 1:17–2:7; Matthew 23:1-12
Morning: Psalms 18:1-20; 147:12-20 / Evening: Psalms 126; 62
Amos 9:1-10; Revelation 2:8-17; Matthew 23:13-26
Morning: Psalms 102; 148 / Evening: Psalms 130; 16
Haggai 1:1-15; Revelation 2:18-29; Matthew 23:27-39
Morning: Psalms 90; 149 / Evening: Psalms 80; 72
Haggai 2:1-9; Revelation 3:1-6; Matthew 24:1-14
Morning: Psalms 24; 150 / Evening: 25; 110
Amos 9:11-15; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3, 13-17; John 5:30-47

What Happened on This Day in Christian History
 This is the traditional date for the death of the church father, Clement of
Alexandria (c. 150–215). He is called the father of the Eastern Church. He is also the
author of the oldest Christian hymn that has come down to us, “Shepherd of Tender
Youth.”  On December 5, 1482, Pope Innocent VIII issued a document ordering an
inquisition to discover and punish witches throughout Europe. This led to the witch
hunts that spread even to the American colonies two centuries later.  On December
5, 1823, Robert Morrison, first Protestant missionary to China, left China to return to
England, taking his first furlough since arriving there in 1807. Back in London, he
presented a copy of his Chinese Bible to King George IV and was elected a Fellow
of the Royal Society. He spent many months traveling across the British Isles
promoting the cause of Chinese evangelism. Returning to China in 1826, he
remained there until his death in 1834. During the course of his 27 years among the
Chinese, he saw only three or four converts, but he laid the foundation for all
subsequent missionary work in that great land.  Prohibition ended in the United
States on this day in 1933.  December 5, 1934, was the last full day missionaries
John and Betty Stam spent together in their home in China. The next day, their city
of Tsingteh was captured by Communist troops. John and Betty were seized and
forced to leave their little baby, Helen Priscilla, in a blanket on the bed. On the
morning of December 8, 1934, the Stams were beheaded for their faith in Christ.
Little Helen was miraculously found by national Christians and smuggled out of the
country.
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Announcements

MEET AND HEAR OUR PASTOR-CANDIDATE ON DECEMBER 19
Our Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) has announced it has decided on a final pastor-candidate who
will be preaching on Sunday, December 19, in a joint worship service at 10:00 a.m. Session has called
a Congregational Meeting for immediately following the service for our full members to approve the
candidate and the Terms of Call. All church members and worshippers are urged to be present for that
Sunday. Please keep in mind that our Presbyterian polity does not permit the identity of the candidate to
be disclosed prior to that day for obvious reasons, and our PNC members will not be able to answer any
specific questions about the candidate as a result. Thank you for your kind understanding!

COFFEE CONNECTIONS & FELLOWSHIP — SUNDAY MORNINGS, 9:30 TO 10:30
Join us for an hour of connecting while enjoying a cup of coffee each Sunday morning following worship
services in the Welcome Center. It’s a great way to get reacquainted with old friends and make new ones.
We look forward to meeting you!

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
Our Christmas Poinsettias have arrived and look beautiful. If you would like to help us
defray the cost, they are available for purchase Cost is $8/plant and may be given in
honor or in memory of loved ones. Please use the envelope on the tables in the lobby
and drop it in the offering plate.

PRAYER-N-SHARE — THURSDAYS @ 7PM
Join Pastor Bill and others for this 30-minute Online time of sharing prayer
concerns with each other before engaging in prayer for the church, our country,
and one another. You can find the Zoom link on our website (trinitypc.org). If
you have a prayer concern, please call the church office (941-493-0018 ext.
224) or email Juanita.fauser@trinitypc.org.

TRINITY MATTERS!
The December/January issue of our newsletter has been published and sent
out via email last week. If you’re interested in receiving our electronic
newsletter or to receive a hard copy by mail, please call the church office at
941-493-0018.

FAMILY PROMISE
Family Promise continues and Trinity’s upcoming (host) week on the schedule is December 5 through 12.
Volunteers are needed to provide meals or food gift cards only for the families being served through this
program. Meals and gift cards should be dropped off at the Day Center, 720 Shamrock Blvd., Venice. For
more information contact Graham Cofer (941-525-0668).

WHITE ELEPHANT RESULTS
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Many thanks to all of those who helped make this year’s White Elephant Sale a great success. We could
not have done it without such a great group of volunteers. The total, to date, raised for Missions is just over
$10,600. Thank you, everyone!!!

Stewardship Update
So far, we have received 76 Faith Promise Cards totaling $248,900
to be given to the mission and ministries of Trinity for 2022. If you have
yet to return yours, please either put it in the offering plate after
worship service today or mail it back to the church office before
November 30. This will help Session formulate our 2022 Operating
Budget. If you have any questions regarding the budget, please feel free
to call either Elder Geoff Baker, President of the Board of Trustees,
or Pastor Bill Teng. Thank you for your continued support as we
anticipate what God will continue to do
in and through us in 2022!

CAM (Community Assistance Ministry) is once again accepting donations.
Please feel free to drop off any non-perishable food items, diapers, wipes,
clothing, etc. at the church Office during the week or on Sunday mornings.

DECEMBER SERVICES AND EVENTS!










FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10 — Come with your singing voices and plan to belt out everything from
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus,” “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear,” and “White Christmas,” to “How
Great Our Joy,” “I'll be home for Christmas,” “Joyful, Joyful,” and other favorite Christmas songs.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 — Whether you attend Contemporary (8:30am) or Traditional (10:30am)
Worship there will be something for you. We have everything from Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah” with
Christmas lyrics to Third Day’s Christmas hit “Born In Bethlehem” in the Contemporary service and “Do
You Hear What I Hear,” “Gesu Bambino,” and “Pat-A-Pan” are some of the music selections being presented in the traditional service.
SUNDAY DECEMBER 19 — The Chancel Choir and Praise Team together will present “Holy Is His
Name” (The Magnificat) by John Michael Talbot.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21 — We invite you to join us for a Blue Christmas
Service on Tuesday, December 21, at 4:00pm, which acknowledges that amidst the pain
we are reminded that Jesus is with us and walks with us during the most difficult times of
our lives. Invite someone to come join us who may be facing a difficult Christmas season.
We hope you will join us!
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 — Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 4:30pm. A joyous
service and celebration of the birth of Christ, the Light of the World. Pre-service and special
music during worship will be presented by Lori Getty, cello; Donna Smith, violin;
and Doug Hamstra, piano.
Sunday, December 26 — Combined Christmas Worship
at 10am. There will be plenty of Christmas carols for you to sing
in this combined worship service the day after Christmas.
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Please pray for Geoff Baker and family as his brother, Greg, died on
November 23 in Syracuse, NY. May the peace and comfort of our risen
Lord be with them as they mourn his passing!
For Healing

Willy & Mello Wolter
Neil Woofter
Melba Elmer
Ron & Mary Foster
Kirk Kochensparger
Alice Burton
Keith Askin
Wilson Barker
Bill Ingleton

Mark Mitchell
Carolyn Lin
Sandy Kagy
Ethel Zeller
Joshua Henry (Jerry & Janet’s son)
Nick Hoot
Myron Ihde (Dennis’ grandson)
Mona Lee Burr

Assisted Living Facilities

Gertrude Bouwma
Jim Meister
Bill Carlson
Annette Goodsen
Charlie Barr
Bill & Kay Hesterhagen

Betty Lutze
Merrie Manbeck
Jolan West
Gladys Moore
Nancy Opie
Betty Kuhlman

If you have a special prayer request, please contact the church office (941-493-0018 ext. 224) or email
Juanita.fauser@trinitypc.org.

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY
(December 5 - 12)
Sunday — Second Sunday of Advent (with Holy Communion)
8:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship Service
9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hour
10:30 a.m.
Traditional Worship Service
Tuesday

9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

CAM Food Distribution
Praise Team Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Wednesday

4:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Worship Team Meeting (Conference Room)
Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

Thursday

9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

CAM Food Distribution
Online Prayer-n-Share (see website for link)

Friday

6:30 p.m.

Carol-Sing Praise & Worship (Sanctuary)

Sunday — Third Sunday of Advent (Special Music)
8:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship Service
9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hour
10:30 a.m.
Traditional Worship Service

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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Ministers: Entire Congregation
Assisted by:
Rev. William C. Teng, Interim Pastor, pastor@trinitypc.org
Juanita Fauser, Church Administrator, Juanita.Fauser@trinitypc.org
Linda Trzaskos, Finance Manager, finance@trinitypc.org
Donna Smith, Music Director, MusicDirector@trinitypc.org
Doug Hamstra, Organist/Pianist, organist@trinitypc.org
Todd Miller, Director of CAM, Todd.Miller@trinitypc.org
4365 Englewood Road, Venice, FL 34293 l 941.493.0018 l www.TrinityPC.org

