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In his book, Soul Tsunami: Sink or Swim in
New Millennium Culture, popular pastor
and author Leonard Sweet has a simple
theme: “God is the giver. The believer is
the receiver.” Sweet writes that most
stewardship programs have a theology of
“giving.” He believes Christians must return
to Scripture for a theological understanding
of God as “giver.” This, he says, will
redefine one’s relationship with God.
The philosophy goes back to the basic
truth that God is indeed the giver and
believer the receiver — Christians love
God because God first loved them; the
good things of life are available to enjoy
because of God’s gracious giving. Sweet
writes, “In a theology of receiving, the first
question is not ‘How much do I give to God
of what is mine,’ but ‘How much of God’s
do I keep for myself?’”
Sweet further develops this idea by
contrasting a traditional emphasis on
stewardship, which he says is poorly
understood, with an emphasis upon
trusteeship. “The fundamental question of
anyone who is a trustee of an estate is not
‘How much do I give away of what is mine,’
but ‘How much of this estate do I receive
for myself so that the estate might grow
and prosper and do good?’”
The language of trusteeship is the
language of receiving first, and only after
the receiving question is settled, does it
become the language of giving. This idea
is best illustrated by an advertisement for
Swiss watches found in Hong Kong a few
years ago: The picture is a father hugging
his son with the caption: “You never
actually own a Patek Philippe watch, you
merely look after it for the next generation.”
Of course, when we speak of
stewardship, it’s not just about our
treasure, but our time and talent as well!
Many churches often encourage tithing as
a financial stewardship discipline: Giving
10 percent of income to Christ’s work. Yet,
how many go further and encourage
disciples to give one-tenth of their time to
God as well — in ministries we may one
day recognize as serving the risen Lord
Jesus through service to others?

If we spend eight hours a day sleeping,
that leaves sixteen waking hours. Onetenth of that is 1.6 hours. Multiply that
figure by seven, and we get just over 11
hours a week.
“The language of
Just think of what
we
as
a
trusteeship is the
congregation
could
language of receiving
accomplish, if we
used all those
first, and only after
hours to serve
“the
least
of the receiving question
these” in our
is settled, does it
community!
The
late
become the language
Ernest Campbell,
formerly pastor of
of giving.”
Riverside Church
in New York City,
used to point out that there are two places
where the strength of a Christian’s
commitment is recorded in writing: the
checkbook and the calendar. Of the two,
he went on to say, the calendar is probably
the most revealing.
“When did we see you, Lord? Was it
during the hours we spent in front of the
TV — or out shopping, just for fun? Was it
during the time we spent cleaning the
house, chasing the Martha Stewart ideal?
Or was it those extra hours we put in at
work, hoping to curry the boss’s favor and
get that promotion?” There’s nothing wrong
with such pursuits, but if we allow them to
crowd out Christian service, we just may
be taking our place among the goats.
As we prayerfully contemplate how
much of God’s gifts to us we are to return
for his use in 2022, let us be mindful of the
biblical understanding of true stewardship
and know that we are the “receivers” and
not “givers”!
Yours in Christ,

NB: The 2021 Stewardship Season at TPC
begins on Sunday, October 24, and ends
on November 14 (Stewardship Sunday),
with an opportunity for all to present their
Faith Promise Card on that day.

SESSION
Class of 2021

On Reformation Sunday, October 31, we will also observe All Saints Day
in both of our worship services. This is a time when we remember our loved
ones who have died in the Lord since last November 1.
Please give those names (and date of death) to the church Office as soon
as possible, so they may be included in the “All Saints Litany.” This
information may be emailed to Juanita.fauser@trinitypc.org. Thank you!

Christmas Joy Bags for Misión Peniel
Due to the ongoing cases of COVID, Misión Peniel has changed
how they are handling the Christmas Joy Bags. This year we are
being asked to fill Christmas treat bags with individually wrapped
candies or other edible treats. They are also asking for monetary
donations which they will purchase gift cards from local vendors
in their area and divide among their families. We will be collection
candy & treats and then divide them among the 60 family treat
bags which we will take to the mission. We will also be collecting
monetary donations for those who wish to give to this project. Deadline is
Sunday, November 28 to allow time for delivery. Please contact Deacon
Kaye Elliot for additional information.

Financial Snapshot
Sept. 2021
Receipts $19,195
Expenses $35,831
$16,636
PPP Loan/Grant

Year-To-Date
$236,705
$356,037
$119,332

Monthly Budget
$50,123
$50,123

$36,030
$83,302 Expenses over receipts

If you have any questions, please contact Linda Trzaskos at
finance@trinitypc.org. Thank you so much for your faithfulness. You may give
to TPC at any time by going to the church’s website (www.TrinityPC.org) and
click on the green “GIVE NOW” button. Or, you may simply scan the QR
code above here with your smart phone. Set up a new account and start egiving today!

Mike Hague
Debbie Kretz
Mark Mitchell
Cheryl Szekeres

Class of 2022
Kim Joynes
Sally Strayer
Bob Ulasewich

Class of 2023
Cookie Baker
Bob Elliott
Sondra Guffey
Scott Lantz

Rev. Bill Teng
Moderator / Interim Pastor

Sally Strayer
Clerk of Session

DIACONATE
Class of 2021
Wilson Barker
Nancy Eells
Susan Mather
Mary Walters

Class of 2022
Diane Fuchs
Dennis Ihde
Dave Kretz

Class of 2023
Kaye Elliott
Tammy Glover
Julie Miller
Lou Szekeres, Moderator

TRUSTEES
Geoff Baker, President
Bob Elliott, Treasurer
Terry Featherston
Sondra Guffey
Karen Mann, Secretary
Bob Ulasewich, Vice President
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Donna Smith, Music Director

Venice Symphony Youth Orchestra
Winter Concert
Friday, December 3 — 6:30-7:30pm
Mark your calendar!
The Venice Symphony Youth Orchestra will present its Winter Concert
in the Community Life Center (CLC) on Friday, December 3. Music
on the program will include a movement from a Sonata by Baroque
composer Telemann, a new rich textured arrangement of Silent Night,
and a movement from Haydn’s Clock Symphony along with many
other selections. The concert will begin at 6:30pm and conclude at
7:30pm. There is no charge for the concert and is by donation, donations will help defray their
costs and continuance for future concerts.
Plans are also in the works for a music presentation to brighten our sanctuary worship in
December. Whether you sing, play an instrument, or could help us by playing handbells for
selected pieces of music, please let me know (drsmith90@comcast.net or 941-468-6096).

White Elephant Sale

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS:
Let us remember Frankie Walters (and his mom
Mary Walters) as Frankie joined the U.S. Marines in
August. He is currently in Parris Island with many
other young men and women. Pray that God will
hold all of them in the palm of his hand and protect
them from harm. Please let Frankie know we are
praying for him and thinking of him. Mail is greatly
appreciated and can be sent to:

RCT WALTERS, FRANKLIN
STC / MRP
Box 15250
Parris Island, SC 29905-2102

Our Annual Sale will
be held on Friday,
November 5
(5:00-6:30pm) and
Saturday,
November 6
(8:00am-1:00pm).
We are accepting donated items Monday through Friday
during office hours. They may be dropped off or if you have
larger items, please call Florence Barker (941-493-1439)
to make arrangements for pick up.
Please remember we do not accept clothing, televisions,
and electronics.
We do accept good used furniture free of stains and tears.
We’ll also be needing some help that week to get set up
which begins on Wednesday, October 27.
We are looking forward to this year’s sale as we work
together and make this the best sale ever! All proceeds will
go to our Mission Budget!!
Page 3

Misión Peniel Supply Drive

MINISTRY TEAMS
Clerk of Session

Sally Strayer
614-561-3276
sallystrayer@yahoo.com

Buildings & Grounds
Scott Lantz
217-825-5794
sklantz84@gmail.com

Boomers & More

Cookie Baker
586-306-7796
Baker.cookie1@gmail.com

Trinity will be making a run to Misión Peniel in
November to support the farmworkers in
Immokalee, FL. Can you help the Missions
Team supply this mission of our church?
Misión Peniel has specific needs and
instructions to make this supply drive a success
for the farm workers:



New Clothing – Three tops and Three bottoms of the same size with a bath towel
can be donated but must be placed in a bag and marked with the size and gender
on the outside. Examples Men’s/Large, Men’s/Medium, Men’s/Small or Women’s/
Large, Women’s/Medium, Women’s/Small.



Disposable Diapers – Sizes 4, 5 and 6 only please



Personal Hygiene Products – Soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothbrush and
toothpaste, lotions, razors



Gift Cards or donations to Trinity with the memo filled out for the Misión Peniel
supply drive

Christian Education

Sondra Guffey
941-302-8927
sondraguffey@gmail.com

Outreach / Membership
Cheryl Szekeres
708-207-3564
cspawbear@gmail.com

Debbie Kretz
724-822-6041
debbiekretz@gmail.com

Missions

Mike Hague
404-277-6260
Mikeahague@gmail.com

Personnel

Mark Mitchell
240-818-7589
coachmarkmitchell@icloud.com

Worship

Sally Strayer
614-561-3276
sallystrayer@yahoo.com

Stephen Leaders
Wilson Barker
941-493-1439
Paul Mrha
941-485-8575

A Note from the Office

If your email address has
changed, please notify the
church office as soon as
possible. Any updated
addresses, phone numbers,
birthdays, and anniversaries
are appreciated.
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The supply drive will start in August and run through October of this year. Please consider
contributing to this mission drive by going shopping, writing a check, making an online
donation, and praying for this mission and our neighbors it supports. All non-monetary
donations will be collected at the church Sundays prior to the worship services near the
Welcome Center.
This mission provides the Word of God, fellowship, food, clothing, and emergency
assistance needs when able to the farmworkers in Immokalee. Trinity has a long tradition of
supporting this ministry. Please help make this supply drive successful for Trinity and
Misión Peniel.
Thank you,
Trinity Missions Team

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP
FIRST & THIRD FRIDAYS @1:00PM
Caregiving is one of the greatest challenges and
opportunities belonging to a support group can be a
lifeline on this journey. Trinity has a Caregivers’
Support Group that meets on the first and third Fridays of each month. If
you or you know a caregiver who needs support, please invite them to
join us. Since the pandemic, we are not meeting in person, rather
meeting via telephone conference calls. For more information or to be
added to the email list, please contact facilitator Barbara Winsmore at
941-830-2100, email Shorebums2@comcast.net or Roberta French at
941-484-7465.

On Stewardship
“Faithful Stewards of God’s Infinite Grace”
“As each one has received a special gift, employ it in
serving one another as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God” (1 Peter 4:10).
We are entering into our annual stewardship
emphasis entitled, “Faithful Stewards of God’s Infinite
Grace.” During the next few weeks, we will consider
what it means to be a “faithful steward” and how our
stewardship translates into practical Christianity.
This emphasis is built in its entirety on two concepts:
First, God owns everything! As Psalm 24:1 states
clearly, “The earth is the Lord's, and all it contains.”
God owns it all and has never relinquished
the title deed to the world. Second, our
responsibility is to manage that which
belongs to God which God has entrusted
to us. In other words, all that we have is a
blessing from God and represents that
which God has loaned to us on a
temporary basis.
What kinds of things belong to God?
Certainly our time is a gift from our
Heavenly Father that is given to everyone
equally. All of us have the same amount of
time — 24 hours per day. How we use our
time is what makes the difference for this
life and for eternity. Some will squander
their time by giving priority to activities that
carry little impact for eternity. Others will invest their time
wisely for God’s glory and for the good of others.
Our talents are also gifts on loan from God. Not
everyone receives an equal amount of talents or
abilities, but all of us can excel at something. Some are
called to a public ministry whereby what they do is highly
visible, including pastors, worship leaders, and teachers.
Others are called to a less visible role in the ministry and
work of the church. But all of us are given talents and
abilities which can be used for God’s glory and to
strengthen the Gospel outreach here at Trinity
Presbyterian Church.
The question is not whether we can do something for
the Lord. The question is if we will use our talents and
abilities to serve God. Unfortunately, many times, we

offer excuses to avoid serving the Lord, excuses that
often appear humorous when applied to other activities.
The Moody Monthly magazine once carried an article
which illustrated excuses people might use for not
attending sports events. The analogy is easy to make in
terms of serving the Lord:
“Every time I went, they asked me for money. The
people with whom I had to sit didn’t seem very friendly.
The seats were too hard and not comfortable. The coach
never came to call on me. The referee made some
decisions with which I could not agree. I was sitting with
some hypocrites — they only came to see what others
were wearing. Some games went into overtime, and I
was late getting home. The band played
numbers that I had never heard before.
The games are scheduled when I want to
do other things. My parents took me to too
many games when I was growing up.
Since I read a book on sports, I feel that I
know more than the coaches anyhow. I
don’t want to take my children because I
want them to choose for themselves which
sport they like best.”
On the second day of their conference
at Yalta, Premier Stalin gave President
Roosevelt a reason why a proposed plan
would not work. Roosevelt gently reminded
Stalin that this was not the same reason he
had given the previous day. Stalin replied,
“My dear Roosevelt, whenever you don’t want to do
something, one excuse is as good as another.”
Stop and think about it: 80% of the work in most
churches (including our church) is done by 20% of the
people. The rest have made other activities a priority for
their time and talents.
As one of the “Faithful Stewards of God’s Infinite
Grace” here at Trinity Presbyterian Church, will you go
against that trend by making a commitment to the
“Proprietor of the Universe” to use the time and talents
that have been given to you to make a difference in the
ministry and outreach of our church? Remember, as one
of those to whom God has entrusted time, talents, and
treasure, God is counting on you. . . .
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Community Assistance Ministry, Todd Miller, Director
“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? …I will question you and you
make it known to me. Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?
Declare it, if you have such understanding!” (Job 38:2-4).
Maybe it’s just because I’m a man ... I always think that I’m right. Always! But even
though I know it isn’t true. Sometimes, even though I think that I’m right, it turns out
that I’m wrong. Astoundingly shocking, right?!
Can I tell you? I don’t like those times much at all. Not even a little bit! And yet, it still
happens. I think to myself, “Well, if I didn’t believe that this opinion of mine was right,
I’d certainly hold another opinion on the matter! Therefore, I’m most likely right!” But
alas, I’m still occasionally wrong. Okay, okay, it’s actually much more often than
“occasionally” — much more frequently than I’d like to admit too.
I’ve slowly and finally learned through these many times of discovering my own error that my certainty isn’t the
most accurate predictor of my correctness. Despite my best efforts and beliefs to the contrary, it turns out that I am
just flat out “Wrong” pretty often. And we’re not even going to talk about the next logical step: My “Righteousness”!
(Isaiah 64; Romans 10 & 11).
A very good friend of mine who is a retired pastor frequently says, “I am growing increasingly certain that there is a
Righteous Judge ... And that I’m not Him!”
(Living in a perpetual sanctification process of growing in the knowledge of Him, being conformed ever more into
the Image of His Son, loving Him more and more with one’s all, and becoming ever more humble even as
exercising that trait.) May it be so with me ... And with you. With us, to our abundant lives and to His glory alone!
In reading through the book of Job this week I was struck with the Perfect Love of our Lord. There were in fact a
number of points the Lord highlighted in my spirit, praise God! But one passage and its application to CAM, TPC,
and our individual and collective relationships with God was undeniably elevated most to me: Jesus’ teachings at
Luke 14:12-24.
I cannot expound on this here but I invite you to prayerfully read and consider these passages and perhaps then to
reach out to me by email, phone, or in person that we might edify one another in Him and worship Him who alone
is Worthy!
I thank God for every single one of you, for my ability to be with you, and for our opportunities to redeem the time
during evil days by choosing to love Him who is always Right, True, Faithful, and Just….
And by choosing to love others even when they’re “wrong.” May we be well, and God be glorified.
Your brother in Christ and partner in His service, Todd

Follow Us on Facebook, Elder Cheryl Szekeres
Let’s stay connected! Whether you are traveling or staying right here in Venice, take
a few minutes to follow us on Facebook. New things are being posted daily to our
page. It is a wonderful tool to stay in touch with what is happening at Trinity.
Each week both of our worship services are livestream on Facebook, so by ‘liking
us’ it will also serve as a tool to spread God’s Word. If you have something
(appropriate) that you would like to share with others on our page, contact Elder
Cheryl Szekeres (FB Administrator) at 708-207-3564 or cspawbear@gmail.com
and she will get it posted.
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Staying in Tune, Mike Hague
Dear Trinity Family,
Thank you for being patient over the last year as
we have made enhancements to our worship
experience in the sanctuary. For
those family members that have
not been able to make it to a “in
person” worship experience,
here is what we have done to
make it better for you to
experience God during
worship. We have installed
sound panels to reduce echoes
and enhance the clarity of the sound. We
have installed additional speakers to eliminate
“dead spots” or areas where the sound was not
ideal. The sound board and microphones were
upgraded to enable the spoken word to be heard
clearer. We have “wired” the chancel area so that
we can connect the instruments that are being
played during worship, so that they can be heard.
The graphic screens have been enlarged so that
you can see the screens from the back of the
sanctuary. The graphics have also been enhanced
so that the details of the graphics can be clearer.
These changes we hope will enhance your worship
experience.
We have also made changes to enable you to
experience Trinity’s worship online. Since late
January we have been livestreaming our worship
services. If you have not tuned in to Trinity’s online
channel, please make an effort to experience
Trinity online. There are several ways you can
connect with Trinity. Trinity is on YouTube,
Facebook, and has a dedicated web site where you
can find our most current worship services, find out
what is happening at Trinity, get to know Pastor Bill
and the staff better, view the latest newsletter,

Trinity Matters!, get the link
for the Thursday “Prayer-nShare” time, and make a gift to
Trinity. We are excited about
what is happening at Trinity.
We want to share that
excitement and hope you will
find a way to engage with us and
help us with our ministry of
sharing God’s love to everyone.
Trinity has several mission
activities that help us share God’s love with our
neighbors. We have weekly needs in helping feed
those that need food through the Community
Assistance Ministry (CAM). CAM distributes food to
those that need food twice a week. During the
height of the pandemic CAM was a lifeline for many
families in providing food for over 300 families every
week. That number has fallen off as the pandemic
has eased, but we still need help feeding those that
need food every week. Trinity is also running a
clothing and supply drive for Misión Peniel. Misión
Peniel serves farm workers in Immokalee, Florida.
These workers pick and package most of the fresh
vegetables and fruit that end up on our tables. We
also pray for anyone that needs prayer. If you need
prayer or know someone that needs prayer, please
let us know so that their request can be added to
our prayer list.
We hope you will come and experience God with us
by worshipping in person or online, helping with our
missions, making a gift to help us carry on with our
mission, or pray for Trinity.
God loves everyone,
come help us share God’s love with everyone!

Boomers & More,

Cookie Baker

The Trinity BOOMERS AND MORE (BAM) will be hosting the FIRST
ANNUAL CHILI COOK OFF on Sunday, November 14, at noon, following
the second worship service. This fellowship activity will be held in the
Community Life Center (CLC). And we are inviting the entire church to
come and sample a variety of home cooked chili and choose your favorite.
There will be a signup sheet at the Welcome Desk if you would please
RSVP.
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OCTOBER
10/02
10/03
10/05
10/07
10/12
10/13
10/14
10/15
10/17
10/19
10/20

10/21
10/22
10/23
10/27
10/28
10/30
10/31

Judy Jeynes
Sandy Olson
Dick Stevenson
Brenda Ward
Bernie Bowerman
Carol Carswell
Russ Gore
Fran Olsen
George Graner
Janice Jones
Bob Speir
Don Fidler
Wendy Quinn
Carolyn Ulasewich
Gail Marker
Jake Scheeres
Jan Clements
Jim Korman
Kristi Mitchell
Mark Otto
Don Eells
Earl Ephlin
Lee Snell
Betty Stevenson
Marjorie York
Joyce Crossland
Dixie Hoffman

Join us in this time of share and prayer.
Our 30-minute online Prayer-n-Share
gathering meets each Thursday
evening at 7:00 p.m. An email is sent
out each week with the link or you can
find it on our website. If you have a
prayer need to share please contact
the church office, (941-493-0018) or
Juanita.fauser@trinitypc.org. An email
reminder of the change will be sent out
with the link.

“Rejoice in hope; be patient in
suffering; persevere in prayer”
(Romans 12:12).

Sunday Lectionary Readings

October
3 Job 1:1, 2:1-10; Psalm 26
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12;
Mark 10:2-16

October
Anniversaries
Dave & Debbie Kretz
Randy & Jan Clements
Peter & Mary VenHousen
Bernie & Gerrie Bowerman
Jim & Cindy Parrett

10/03/1981
10/06/1967
10/09/1953
10/10/1950
10/30/1982

HEALING
Willy & Mello Wolter
Sandy Kagy
Ron & Mary Foster
Melba Elmer
Neil Woofter
Alice Burton
Tommy Hague
Greg Baker
Cindy & Jim Parrett
Kirk Kochensparger
Carolyn Lin
Carl Pike
ASSISTED LIVING
Gertrude Bouwma
Annette Goodsen
Betty Kuhlman
Betty Lutze
Merrie Manbeck
Jolan West
Gladys Moore
Charlie Barr
Nancy Opie
Jim Meister
Bill Carlson
Bill & Kay Hesterhagen

FOR MINISTRY
Mission Partners:
Rev. Dan & Elizabeth Turk,
PC(USA)
Missionaries to Madagascar
Rev. Miguel Estrada,
Misión Peniel

10 Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Psalm 22:1-15
Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31
17 Job 38:1-7 (34-41); Psalm 104
Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45
24 Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8
Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52
31 Ruth 1:1-18; Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34

“Rejoice always,
pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is
the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you”
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).
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