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“Where Is God 
When We Need Him Most?” 

 

As the story goes: Students entering the 
lunch room at a theological seminary were 
greeted by a sign which read, ñTake only 
one apple ð God is watching you!ò At the 
other end of the table was a large tray of 
chocolate chip cookies, next to which was 
a hastily scribbled sign which read, ñTake 
as many as you want ð God is back there 
watching the apples.ò 
     The humor of this story brings home a 
point that even though we often say we 
believe God is everywhere (omni-
presence), we also sometimes wistfully 
hope that he is not where we are! We 
wish God is not with us when we donôt 
want him to be with us ð for example, in 
the case of this story, when we want to be 
mischievous. Or conversely, in a more 
serious note, we think God is not with us 
when we are going through difficult and 
trying times. 
     Very often we hear the question being 
asked, ñWhere was God when this (or 
that) happened?ò It seems every time 
when thereôs any kind of untimely death or 
catastrophe, whether caused by human 
hands or nature, this question finds new 
expression among the survivors. In the 
aftermath of the 9/11 tragedy, one of the 
oft-asked questions was, ñWhere was God 
when it happened?ò Many people 
questioned Godôs seeming absence and 
silence through it all. And the same is true 
as we go through this COVID-19 global 
pandemic. In fact, this same question is 
often asked of what happened to Jesus in 
his darkest moments on the cross, when 
he cried out, ñMy God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?ò (Mark 15:34, ). 
     I remember well when my mother 
breathed her last in my arms some 28 
years ago ð that was the loneliest 
moment in my life, because God seemed 
so far away! I had to struggle a long while 
just to begin to understand why God 
would let my mother, a woman of faith and 
faithfulness who ministered alongside my 
father for forty years, would die of such a 
dreadful disease? I questioned in my 
heart where God was when literally 
thousands of people around the globe 
were praying for her recovery from 
cancer? 

     Does God really come and go as he 
pleases? Is God with us only when things 
go well and disappears when things begin 
to go south? Where is God when we need 
him most? Well, I would like to remind us 
all that God is always with us even though 
we might not know or sense it at the time. 
Two biblical examples 
come to mind: After 
Jacob woke up from 
his great dream at 
Bethel, about the 
ladder reaching up to 
heaven with the 
angels of God going 
up and down, he said, 
ñSurely the Lord is in 
this place ð and I did 
not know it!ò (Genesis 
28:16). 
     And then, after 
Joseph had revealed himself to his 
brothers in Egypt and tried to allay their 
fears for revenge, he said, ñAnd now do 
not be distressed, or angry with 
yourselves, because you sold me here; for 
God sent me before you to preserve life . . 
. So it was not you who sent me here, but 
Godò (Genesis 45:5-8). 
     Wow, what powerful insight and great 
relief! God had been in it all along (but of 
course by no means excused the brothers 
for what they did to Joseph)! 
     Very often our own awareness of 
Godôs presence is found only in hindsight 
ð much like the beloved poem, 
ñFootprints in the Sand,ò that only after we 
had been through those difficult times ð 
when we looked back ð that we realized 
God had been there all along. Our 
challenge then is to know in our heart and 
mind that God is always with us, rejoicing 
with us, even suffering with us ð and he 
knows what we go through in life! 
     So, as we encourage our friends and 
family during these uncertain and trying 
times, or for whatever reason, let us 
remind them that God is with them, 
especially in times like this! 
 
Yours in Christ, 

From the Pastor’s Heart 
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A Service of Praise & Worship 
N   R  
Friday, September 10 ð 6:30ï7:30pm 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ tǊŀƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ bƛƎƘǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ млΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƳŜ 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ όǎŀŦŜƭȅύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜΦ wƻōȅƴ wƻŎƪƭŜƛƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ 
ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎƻƴƎΦ wƻōȅƴ ŀǧŜƴŘǎ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ [ƛŦŜ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ ƛƴ {ŀǊŀǎƻǘŀΦ IŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎΗ  

 
I well remember them, and my soul is downcast within me. 
Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: 

Because of the L ôs great love we are not consumed,  

for his compassions never fail.   [ŀƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ оΥнл-ннύ 
 

/ƘƻƛǊΥ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ уΣ ŦǊƻƳ сол-толǇƳ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ  
 

! IȅƳƴ {ǘƻǊȅΥ Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken 
¢ƘŜ ƭȅǊƛŎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƘȅƳƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ WƻƘƴ bŜǿǘƻƴΦ WƻƘƴ bŜǿǘƻƴ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŀ 
ŀǘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǎƘƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ Lƴ мтпрΣ ƘŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ 
ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǎƭŀǾŜΣ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜŘΣ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǎƘƛǇǎΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƎŀǊ ŀƴŘ ōƭŀǎǇƘŜƳƻǳǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΦ 
CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘǊŀƳŀǝŎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴƛǘȅΣ bŜǿǘƻƴ ǊŜƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƻǊŘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΦ 
Iƛǎ ǘǿƻ ōŜǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǎŜǘǎ ƻŦ ƭȅǊƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ά!ƳŀȊƛƴƎ DǊŀŎŜέ ŀƴŘ άDƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜŜ 
!ǊŜ {ǇƻƪŜƴΦέ 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘǳƴŜΣ ÁĥěġėìÁĂ éķāĂΣ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ CǊŀƴȊ WƻǎŜǇƘ IŀȅŘƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀƴ 
9ƳǇŜǊƻǊΩǎ όCǊŀƴȊ LLύ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΣ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мнΣ мтфтΦ IŀȅŘƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǳƴŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 
ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǘ ά¢ƘŜ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊΦέ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŬǊǎǘ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƘȅƳƴ ǘǳƴŜ ƛǎ мулнΦ Lǘǎ ŬǊǎǘ 
ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ WƻƘƴ bŜǿǘƻƴΩǎ ǘŜȄǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ мууфΦ 
 
CǊŀƴȊ WƻǎŜǇƘ IŀȅŘƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƛƭƭŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳǇƘƻƴȅΦέ IŜ ǿŀǎ 
ŀ ŘŜǾƻǳǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ IŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘ ǿƛǘƘ άƛƴ ƴƻƳƛƴŜ 5ƻƳƛƴƛέ όάƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέύ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ά[ŀǳǎ 5ŜƻΗέ όάǇǊŀƛǎŜ ōŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΗέύΦ IŀȅŘƴ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ мтон ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΦ Lƴ мтсм ƘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IǳƴƎŀǊƛŀƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ 9ǎǘŜǊƘŀȊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ол ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǝƳŜΣ ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ млл ǎȅƳǇƘƻƴƛŜǎΣ нн ƻǇŜǊŀǎΣ п ƻǊŀǘƻǊƛƻǎΣ мс aŀǎǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊ 
ƳǳǎƛŎΦ Iƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƻǊŀǘƻǊƛƻ ƛǎ 

                                                          Donna Smith, Music Director 
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DƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴΣ 
½ƛƻƴΣ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ DƻŘΤ 
ƘŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊŘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ 
ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŀōƻŘŜΤ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wƻŎƪ ƻŦ !ƎŜǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘΣ 
ǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀƪŜ ǘƘȅ ǎǳǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǎŜΚ 
²ƛǘƘ ǎŀƭǾŀǝƻƴΩǎ ǿŀƭƭǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘΣ 
ǘƘƻǳ ƳŀȅΩǎǘ ǎƳƛƭŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘȅ ŦƻŜǎΦ 

{ŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΣ 
ǎǇǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƻǾŜΣ 
ǿŜƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ǘƘȅ ǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǿŀƴǘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜΤ 
ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ Ŧŀƛƴǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǊƛǾŜǊ 
ŜǾŜǊ ƅƻǿǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƘƛǊǎǘ ǘΩŀǎǎǳŀƎŜΚ 
DǊŀŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǾŜǊΣ 
ƴŜǾŜǊ Ŧŀƛƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŀƎŜΦ 

wƻǳƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǝƻƴ ƘƻǾΩǊƛƴƎΣ 

ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘ ŀƴŘ ŬǊŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻǾΩǊƛƴƎΣ 

ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊΤ 

ǘƘǳǎ ŘŜǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀƴƴŜǊ 

ƭƛƎƘǘ ōȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀŘŜ ōȅ ŘŀȅΣ 

ǎŀŦŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴƴŀ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊŀȅΦ  
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SESSION 

 

Class of 2021 
Mike Hague 
Debbie Kretz 

Mark Mitchell 
Cheryl Szekeres 

 

Class of 2022 
Kim Joynes 
Sally Strayer 

Bob Ulasewich 
 

Class of 2023 
Cookie Baker 

Bob Elliott 
Sondra Guffey 

Scott Lantz 
 

Rev. Bill Teng 
Moderator / Interim Pastor 

 

Sally Strayer 
Clerk of Session 

 

DIACONATE 
 

Class of 2021 
Wilson Barker 

Nancy Eells 
Susan Mather 
Mary Walters 

 

Class of 2022 
Diane Fuchs 
Dennis Ihde 
Dave Kretz 

 

Class of 2023 
Kaye Elliott 

Tammy Glover 
Julie Miller 

Lou Szekeres, Moderator 
 

TRUSTEES 
Geoff Baker, President 
Bob Elliott, Treasurer 

Terry Featherston 
Sondra Guffey 

Karen Mann, Secretary 
Bob Ulasewich, Vice President 

 
 
 
 

T  M ! 
Newsletter Editor 

Juanita Fauser 

Financial Snapshot 

         Aug. 2021     Year-To-Date   Monthly 
Budget 
 

Receipts $19,276      $217,410      $50,123 
Expenses $37,012       $320,583      $50,123 
   $17,736      $103,173 
                        (Unaudited Figures) 
 
PPP Loan/Grant                     $36,030  
                 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ [ƛƴŘŀ ¢ǊȊŀǎƪƻǎ ŀǘ 
ŬƴŀƴŎŜϪǘǊƛƴƛǘȅǇŎΦƻǊƎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ 
ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ¢t/ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǝƳŜ ōȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
όǿǿǿΦ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅt/ΦƻǊƎύ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ άDL±9 bh²έ ōǳǧƻƴΦ hǊΣ ȅƻǳ 
Ƴŀȅ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŎŀƴ ǘƘŜ vw ŎƻŘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƳŀǊǘ ǇƘƻƴŜΦ {Ŝǘ ǳǇ ŀ 
ƴŜǿ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ Ŝ-ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΗ  

Pastor Nominating Committee, Becky Hague, Chair 

DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ tŀǎǘƻǊ bƻƳƛƴŀǝƴƎ 
/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΗ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōǳǎȅΣ 
ȅŜǘ ŜȄŎƛǝƴƎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ŦŀŎŜ-ǘƻ-ŦŀŎŜ 
ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǇ 
ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǳǎ 
ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ 
ŀƭǎƻ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
ōŜǧŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΦ  
 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ 
ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ƻǳǊ ŬŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ϦŘǳŜ 
ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴŎŜϦ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ²ŜϥŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴǝŀƭ ƛƴ 
ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǝƻƴΦ  

²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ {ŜŀǊŎƘ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ 
ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ 
ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǝŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ 
ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ 
ŦƻǊ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΦ 
 
¸ƻǳǊ tŀǎǘƻǊ bƻƳƛƴŀǝƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 
.ŜŎƪȅ IŀƎǳŜ ό/ƘŀƛǊύΣ DŜƻũ .ŀƪŜǊΣ 
{ƻƴŘǊŀ DǳũŜȅΣ 5ƛŀƴŜ WŀƴǎŜƴΣ YƛƳ 
WƻȅƴŜǎΣ [ƻǳ {ȊŜƪŜǊŜǎΣ .ƻō ¦ƭŀǎŜǿƛŎƘ 
ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ [ȅƴ hƭǎƻƴΦ 
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MINISTRY TEAMS 

 

Clerk of Session 
Sally Strayer 
614-561-3276 

sallystrayer@yahoo.com 
 

Buildings & Grounds 
Scott Lantz 

217-825-5794 
sklantz84@gmail.com 

 

Boomers & More 
Cookie Baker 

586-306-7796 
Baker.cookie1@gmail.com 

 

Christian Education 
Sondra Guffey 

941-302-8927 
sondraguffey@gmail.com 

 

Outreach / Membership 
Cheryl Szekeres 

708-207-3564 
cspawbear@gmail.com 

 

Debbie Kretz 

724-822-6041 
debbiekretz@gmail.com 

 

Missions 
Mike Hague 

404-277-6260 
Mikeahague@gmail.com 

 

Personnel 
Mark Mitchell 

240-818-7589 
coachmarkmitchell@icloud.com 

 

Worship 
Sally Strayer 

614-561-3276 
sallystrayer@yahoo.com 

 
 

Stephen Leaders 
Wilson Barker 

941-493-1439 
Paul Mrha 

941-485-8575      
 
 

A Note from the Office 
If your email address has 
changed, please notify the 
church office as soon as 
possible. Any updated 

addresses, phone numbers, 
birthdays, and anniversaries 

are appreciated. 

Trinity will be making a run to 

Misión Peniel in November to 

support the farmworkers in 

Immokalee, FL. Can you help the 

Missions Team supply this mission of 

our church?  Misión Peniel has 

specific needs and instructions to make this supply drive a success for 

the farm workers:  
 

¶ New Clothing  ð Three tops and Three bottoms of the same size 

with a bath towel can be donated but must be placed in a bag 

and marked with the size and gender on the outside. Examples 

Menõs/Large, Menõs/Medium, Menõs/Small or Womenõs/Large, 

Womenõs/Medium, Womenõs/Small. 
 

¶ Disposable Diapers  ð Sizes 4, 5 and 6 only please 
 

¶ Personal Hygiene Products  ð Soap, shampoo, deodorant, 

toothbrush and toothpaste, lotions, razors  
 

¶ Gift Cards or donations to Trinity with the memo filled out for 

the Misión Peniel supply drive  
 

The supply drive will start in August and run through October of this 

year. Please consider contributing to this mission drive by going 

shopping, writing a check, making an online donation, and praying for 

this mission and our neighbors it supports. All non -monetary donations 

will be collected at the church Sundays prior to the worship services 

near the Welcome Center.  
 

This mission provides the Word of God, fellowship, food, clothing, and 

emergency assistance needs when able to the farmworkers in 

Immokalee. Trinity has a long tradition of supporting this ministry. 

Please help make this supply drive successful for Trinity and Misión 

Peniel.  

            Thank you,  

         Trinity Missions Team  

Misión Peniel Supply Drive  

White Elephant Sale  
 

Our Annual Sale will be held on Friday, November 5  
(5:00-6:30pm) and Saturday, November 6 (8:00am-
1:00pm). Time to start collecting your treasures you wish to 

donate. Items may be dropped off at the church during office hours during the week. 
Please remember we do not accept clothing, televisions, and electronics. We do accept 
good used furniture free of stains and tears. Weôll also be needing some help that week 
to get set up. Letôs all work together and make this the best sale ever! All proceeds will 
go to our Mission Budget!! 
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On Stewardship, Bruce Ensrud, CFP 
“From Scarcity to Generosity” 

 

ñAm I going to be OK?ò 
Whether stated in those words or otherwise implied, 
this is the question we hear most often from our 
clients. I see financial planning as helping people 
move across a continuum from scarcity (ñIôm afraid 
Iôm not going to make it.ò) to sufficiency (ñThereôs 
going to be enough!ò) to, eventually, generosity 
(ñThereôs more than enough, and Iôm called to share 
it!ò). 
 

Over the past 20+ years working alongside clients as 
a wealth advisor, Iôve learned two things about 
generosity: 

¶ Generosity increases with financial confidence 

¶ Generosity increases with intentionality 
 

Among the many activities and events that can be 
financially unsettling, planning for retirement can be 
especially stressful. A generation ago, ñthe companyò 
took care of employees in the form of pension 
programs, health care plans and even pension 
departments to help with retirement decisions. Today, 
we have a generation retiring without these benefits 
and instead, they face lump sums in alphabet and 
numeric soup: 401(k), 403(b) and IRAs. 
 

If worries about big issues like the economy, job 
security, and retirement finances arenôt sufficiently 
troubling, weôre also bombarded daily by thousands of 
media messages telling us we need more, bigger, 
better, and newer ñstuff.ò This can quickly leave us 
feeling financially inadequate. 
 

So, how can we find confidence in this ever-changing 
mix of pressures? 
 

Step 1: Reflect  
Now is the perfect moment to pause. Take a step 
back and consider whatôs truly meaningful in your life. 
 

Step 2: Take Inventory 
A thorough inventory of personal values and goals 

laid beside current expenses can provide a helpful 
perspective: is your money serving the things you 
most value, like faith and family, OR material, 
temporary things, like big screen TVs? Use your 
values as a compass as you navigate decisions. 
 

Step 3: Dream 
Next, dream about your future. From the perspective 
of your values and what you believe is important, 
what do you want to have happen? Who are you 
spending time with? What do you want to do with your 
time and talent? And finally ð are you on the path to 
making all this happen? 
 

Step 4: Plan 
A financial plan helps provides a format for important 
conversations as you continually prioritize your goals. 
It also helps you address the ñAm I going to be OK?ò 
concern. A few changes might be needed. Or maybe, 
thereôs more than enough. Either way, having a 
financial plan will help address any underlying 
unease. It can even create a financial permission to 
share with people and causes that are in your heart. ñI 
am going to be ok  . . . and I want to make sure others 
are as well!ò 
 

Along the journey of building financial confidence, 
intentionality is another factor we see influence the 
degree of generosity. More than income, tax bracket 
or age, we see a correlation between intentionality 
and generosity. When individuals start seeing wealth 
as being multi-faceted, it goes from something to be 
measured, to a gift to be shared. The most generous 
givers are ones who are intentional with five 
expressions of wealth: their attitude, time, 
relationships, abilities and finances. They are more 
planful, more engaged and more committed to inviting 
others into the cause. 
 

Bruce Ensrud is a Founding Partner and Wealth Advisor with 
Colonnade Group, an independent practice of Thrivent Financial. 
Their calling is to change the story of wealth to one of hope and 

contentment that will enliven the mission of others. 
ð Reprinted from Center for Stewardship Leaders 
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Copyright É2020 Luther Seminary. All rights reserved 



 

 

HOMEBOUND & HEALING 
TPC Members & Friends 
Willy & Mello Wolter 
Sandi Kagy 

Ron & Mary Foster 
Melba Elmer 
Eula Ingwell 
Neil Woofter 
Alice Burton 
Tommy Hague 

 

ASSISTED LIVING 
Gertrude Bouwma 
Annette Goodsen 
Betty Kuhlman 
Betty Lutze 

Merrie Manbeck 
Jolan West 
Gladys Moore 
Charlie Barr 
Nancy Opie 
Jim Meister 
Bill Carlson 

Bill & Kay Hesterhagen 
 

FOR MINISTRY 
Mission Partners: 

 

Rev. Dan & Elizabeth Turk, 
PC(USA) 

Missionaries to Madagascar 
 

Rev. Miguel Estrada, 
Misi·n Peniel 

 

ñRejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this 
is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for youò  (1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18). 
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Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ 
hǳǊ ол-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ tǊŀȅŜǊ-ƴ-{ƘŀǊŜ 
ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǘǎ ŜŀŎƘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ тΥлл ǇΦƳΦ !ƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƛǎ ǎŜƴǘ 
ƻǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ŬƴŘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΣ  όфпм-пфо-ллмуύ ƻǊ 
WǳŀƴƛǘŀΦŦŀǳǎŜǊϪǘǊƛƴƛǘȅǇŎΦƻǊƎΦ !ƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪΦ 

  
ñRejoice in hope; be patient in 
suffering; persevere in prayerò 

(Romans 12:12). 

September Anniversaries 

Don & Clara Fidler   9/01/1956 
George & Mary Graner  9/03/1966 
Bill & Betty Thomas   9/03/1949 
Mark & Julie Lamb   9/03/1688 
John & Earlene Joslin  9/04/1959 
Paul & Eleanor Motchula 9/04/1965 
Tom & Marge Davis  9/07/1953 
Wilson & Florence Barker 9/08/1956 
Jake & Dot Scheeres  9/14/1957 
Ralph & Lou Murray  9/18 
Steve & Sandy Olson  9/18/1965 
Dick & Sue Conrad   9/19/1964 
Dave & Karen Purviance  9/19/1970 
Don & Penny Ward   9/19/2009 
Bob & Colleen Lamberty  9/20/2009 
Don & Nancy Eells   9/24/1966 
Dick & Joyce Crossland  9/25/1965 
Jim & Kaye Elder   9/30/1967 

  SEPTEMBER  
9/02  Clara Fidler 
9/05  Raymond Wilson 
9/06  Nancy Eells 
9/07  Roberta French 
9/08  Charles Watkins 
9/12  Fred Kochensparger 
  Mike Wioon 
9/13  Mike McNiff 
  Sandi McQuiston 
  Jackie Wileman 
9/18  Scott Lantz 
  Lois Marschinke 
9/20  Delores Thurston 
9/21  Bruce Holmes 
9/22  Julie Miller 
9/23  Pam Foster 
9/25  Don Meitz 
9/28  Paula Kemperman 
  Gladys Moore 
9/29  Alan Balla 
9/30  Jolan West 

Sunday Lectionary Readings 

September 
 

 5 Isaiah 35:4-7a; Psalm 146,   
  James 2:1-10, 14-17;  
  Mark 7:24-37 
 

 12 Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 116:1-9,  
  James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38 
 

 19 Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 54  
  James 3:13ï4:3, 7-8a;  
  Mark 9:30-37 
 

 26 Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29;  
  Psalm 19:7-14, James 5:13-20; 
  Mark 9:38-50 


