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“Where Is God
When We Need Him Most?”
As the story goes: Students entering the
lunch room at a theological seminary were
greeted by a sign which read, “Take only
one apple — God is watching you!” At the
other end of the table was a large tray of
chocolate chip cookies, next to which was
a hastily scribbled sign which read, “Take
as many as you want — God is back there
watching the apples.”
The humor of this story brings home a
point that even though we often say we
believe God is everywhere (omnipresence), we also sometimes wistfully
hope that he is not where we are! We
wish God is not with us when we don’t
want him to be with us — for example, in
the case of this story, when we want to be
mischievous. Or conversely, in a more
serious note, we think God is not with us
when we are going through difficult and
trying times.
Very often we hear the question being
asked, “Where was God when this (or
that) happened?” It seems every time
when there’s any kind of untimely death or
catastrophe, whether caused by human
hands or nature, this question finds new
expression among the survivors. In the
aftermath of the 9/11 tragedy, one of the
oft-asked questions was, “Where was God
when it happened?” Many people
questioned God’s seeming absence and
silence through it all. And the same is true
as we go through this COVID-19 global
pandemic. In fact, this same question is
often asked of what happened to Jesus in
his darkest moments on the cross, when
he cried out, “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34, nrsv).
I remember well when my mother
breathed her last in my arms some 28
years ago — that was the loneliest
moment in my life, because God seemed
so far away! I had to struggle a long while
just to begin to understand why God
would let my mother, a woman of faith and
faithfulness who ministered alongside my
father for forty years, would die of such a
dreadful disease? I questioned in my
heart where God was when literally
thousands of people around the globe
were praying for her recovery from
cancer?

Does God really come and go as he
pleases? Is God with us only when things
go well and disappears when things begin
to go south? Where is God when we need
him most? Well, I would like to remind us
all that God is always with us even though
we might not know or sense it at the time.
Two biblical examples
come to mind: After
“Very often
Jacob woke up from
his great dream at
our own
Bethel,
about
the
ladder reaching up to
awareness of
heaven
with
the
angels of God going God’s presence
up and down, he said,
“Surely the Lord is in is found only
this place — and I did
not know it!” (Genesis
in hindsight.”
28:16).
And then, after
Joseph had revealed himself to his
brothers in Egypt and tried to allay their
fears for revenge, he said, “And now do
not be distressed, or angry with
yourselves, because you sold me here; for
God sent me before you to preserve life . .
. So it was not you who sent me here, but
God” (Genesis 45:5-8).
Wow, what powerful insight and great
relief! God had been in it all along (but of
course by no means excused the brothers
for what they did to Joseph)!
Very often our own awareness of
God’s presence is found only in hindsight
— much like the beloved poem,
“Footprints in the Sand,” that only after we
had been through those difficult times —
when we looked back — that we realized
God had been there all along. Our
challenge then is to know in our heart and
mind that God is always with us, rejoicing
with us, even suffering with us — and he
knows what we go through in life!
So, as we encourage our friends and
family during these uncertain and trying
times, or for whatever reason, let us
remind them that God is with them,
especially in times like this!
Yours in Christ,

Donna Smith, Music Director

A Service of Praise & Worship
Night of Remembrance
Friday, September 10 — 6:30–7:30pm
This Praise and Worship Night will be held on Friday, September 10. Let’s come
together (safely) for this evening of music and remembrance. Robyn Rocklein will lead
the evening in song. Robyn attends Covenant Life Presbyterian in Sarasota. Her voice
will lift your heart and spirits!
I well remember them, and my soul is downcast within me.
Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope:
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail. Lamentations 3:20-22)
Choir: Wednesday, September 8, from 630-730pm we will meet for the first choir rehearsal of the year.

A Hymn Story: Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
The lyrics to this hymn were composed by John Newton. John Newton went to sea
at a young age and worked on slave ships for several years. In 1745, he himself
became a slave, was rescued, returned to sea and the trade, becoming captain of
several slave ships. He was known as the most vulgar and blasphemous of men.
Following is dramatic conversion to Christianity, Newton renounced his slave trade
and was eventually ordained in the Church of England and served as a parish priest.
His two best known sets of lyrics are “Amazing Grace” and “Glorious Things of Thee
Are Spoken.”
The tune, austrian hymn, was composed by Franz Joseph Haydn for the Austrian
Emperor’s (Franz II) birthday, on February 12, 1797. Haydn later used the tune in his
string quartet “The Emperor.” It was first used as a hymn tune is 1802. Its first
appearance with John Newton’s text was in 1889.
Franz Joseph Haydn was a pillar of the Classical music period and is known as the “father of the symphony.” He was
a devout believer in Christ. He normally began each manuscript with “in nomine Domini” (“in the name of the Lord”)
and signed the end with “Laus Deo!” (“praise be to God!”). Haydn was born in 1732 in Austria. In 1761 he became of
the musical director to the Hungarian family of Esterhazy and remained in that position for 30 years. During this
time, he composed more than 100 symphonies, 22 operas, 4 oratorios, 16 Masses, and a large volume of chamber
music. His most famous oratorio is
Round each habitation hov’ring,
Glorious things of thee are spoken, See the streams of living waters,
see the cloud and fire appear
springing
from
eternal
love,
Zion, city of our God;
well supply thy sons and daughters,
for a glory and a cov’ring,
he whose word cannot be broken
and all fear of want remove;
formed thee for his own abode;
showing that the Lord is near;
who
can
faint
while
such
a
river
on the Rock of Ages founded,
thus deriving from their banner
ever flows their thirst t’assuage?
what can shake thy sure repose?
light by night and shade by day,
With salvation’s walls surrounded, Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, safe they feed upon the manna
never fails from age to age.
thou may’st smile at all thy foes.
which he gives them when they pray.
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Pastor Nominating Committee,

Becky Hague, Chair

SESSION
Class of 2021

Greetings from your Pastor Nominating
Committee! We have had a very busy,
yet exciting past few weeks as we have
worked to do virtual face-to-face
interviews with a group of our top
prospects. This process has allowed us
to learn more about how these
candidates think on their feet and has
also given them an opportunity to
better know us and Trinity.
We have more work ahead of us as we
narrow our field and complete the "due
diligence" expected of us in this
process. We'd remind the congregation
that this process is confidential in
nature when it comes to candidates
under consideration.

Mike Hague
Debbie Kretz
Mark Mitchell
Cheryl Szekeres

Class of 2022

While the Pastoral Search Process is
far from over, we remain grateful
for your patience and your prayers
to discern the Pastor God is calling
for Trinity.
Your Pastor Nominating Committee
Becky Hague (Chair), Geoff Baker,
Sondra Guffey, Diane Jansen, Kim
Joynes, Lou Szekeres, Bob Ulasewich
and Presbytery Liaison Lyn Olson.

Kim Joynes
Sally Strayer
Bob Ulasewich

Class of 2023
Cookie Baker
Bob Elliott
Sondra Guffey
Scott Lantz

Rev. Bill Teng
Moderator / Interim Pastor

Sally Strayer
Clerk of Session

DIACONATE
Class of 2021

Financial Snapshot
Budget

Aug. 2021

Year-To-Date

Receipts $19,276
$217,410
Expenses $37,012
$320,583
$17,736
$103,173
(Unaudited Figures)
PPP Loan/Grant

Monthly
$50,123
$50,123

$36,030

If you have any questions, please contact Linda Trzaskos at
finance@trinitypc.org. Thank you so much for your faithfulness. You may
give to TPC at any time by going to the church’s website
(www.TrinityPC.org) and click on the green “GIVE NOW” button. Or, you
may simply scan the QR code above here with your smart phone. Set up a
new account and start e-giving today!

Wilson Barker
Nancy Eells
Susan Mather
Mary Walters

Class of 2022
Diane Fuchs
Dennis Ihde
Dave Kretz

Class of 2023
Kaye Elliott
Tammy Glover
Julie Miller
Lou Szekeres, Moderator

TRUSTEES
Geoff Baker, President
Bob Elliott, Treasurer
Terry Featherston
Sondra Guffey
Karen Mann, Secretary
Bob Ulasewich, Vice President

Trinity Matters!
Newsletter Editor
Juanita Fauser
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Misión Peniel Supply Drive

MINISTRY TEAMS
Clerk of Session

Sally Strayer
614-561-3276
sallystrayer@yahoo.com

Buildings & Grounds
Scott Lantz
217-825-5794
sklantz84@gmail.com

Boomers & More

Cookie Baker
586-306-7796
Baker.cookie1@gmail.com

Trinity will be making a run to
Misión Peniel in November to
support the farmworkers in
Immokalee, FL. Can you help the
Missions Team supply this mission of
our church? Misión Peniel has
specific needs and instructions to make this supply drive a success for
the farm workers:



New Clothing – Three tops and Three bottoms of the same size
with a bath towel can be donated but must be placed in a bag
and marked with the size and gender on the outside. Examples
Men’s/Large, Men’s/Medium, Men’s/Small or Women’s/Large,
Women’s/Medium, Women’s/Small.



Disposable Diapers – Sizes 4, 5 and 6 only please



Personal Hygiene Products – Soap, shampoo, deodorant,
toothbrush and toothpaste, lotions, razors



Gift Cards or donations to Trinity with the memo filled out for
the Misión Peniel supply drive

Christian Education

Sondra Guffey
941-302-8927
sondraguffey@gmail.com

Outreach / Membership
Cheryl Szekeres
708-207-3564
cspawbear@gmail.com

Debbie Kretz
724-822-6041
debbiekretz@gmail.com

Missions

Mike Hague
404-277-6260
Mikeahague@gmail.com

Personnel

Mark Mitchell
240-818-7589
coachmarkmitchell@icloud.com

Worship

Sally Strayer
614-561-3276
sallystrayer@yahoo.com

Stephen Leaders
Wilson Barker
941-493-1439
Paul Mrha
941-485-8575

A Note from the Office

If your email address has
changed, please notify the
church office as soon as
possible. Any updated
addresses, phone numbers,
birthdays, and anniversaries
are appreciated.
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The supply drive will start in August and run through October of this
year. Please consider contributing to this mission drive by going
shopping, writing a check, making an online donation, and praying for
this mission and our neighbors it supports. All non-monetary donations
will be collected at the church Sundays prior to the worship services
near the Welcome Center.
This mission provides the Word of God, fellowship, food, clothing, and
emergency assistance needs when able to the farmworkers in
Immokalee. Trinity has a long tradition of supporting this ministry.
Please help make this supply drive successful for Trinity and Misión
Peniel.
Thank you,
Trinity Missions Team

White Elephant Sale
Our Annual Sale will be held on Friday, November 5
(5:00-6:30pm) and Saturday, November 6 (8:00am1:00pm). Time to start collecting your treasures you wish to
donate. Items may be dropped off at the church during office hours during the week.
Please remember we do not accept clothing, televisions, and electronics. We do accept
good used furniture free of stains and tears. We’ll also be needing some help that week
to get set up. Let’s all work together and make this the best sale ever! All proceeds will
go to our Mission Budget!!

On Stewardship, Bruce Ensrud, CFP
laid beside current expenses can provide a helpful
perspective: is your money serving the things you
most value, like faith and family, OR material,
“Am I going to be OK?”
Whether stated in those words or otherwise implied, temporary things, like big screen TVs? Use your
this is the question we hear most often from our values as a compass as you navigate decisions.
clients. I see financial planning as helping people
Step 3: Dream
move across a continuum from scarcity (“I’m afraid
Next, dream about your future. From the perspective
I’m not going to make it.”) to sufficiency (“There’s
of your values and what you believe is important,
going to be enough!”) to, eventually, generosity
what do you want to have happen? Who are you
(“There’s more than enough, and I’m called to share
spending time with? What do you want to do with your
it!”).
time and talent? And finally — are you on the path to
Over the past 20+ years working alongside clients as making all this happen?
a wealth advisor, I’ve learned two things about
Step 4: Plan
generosity:
A financial plan helps provides a format for important
 Generosity increases with financial confidence conversations as you continually prioritize your goals.
 Generosity increases with intentionality
It also helps you address the “Am I going to be OK?”
concern. A few changes might be needed. Or maybe,
Among the many activities and events that can be there’s more than enough. Either way, having a
financially unsettling, planning for retirement can be financial plan will help address any underlying
especially stressful. A generation ago, “the company” unease. It can even create a financial permission to
took care of employees in the form of pension share with people and causes that are in your heart. “I
programs, health care plans and even pension am going to be ok . . . and I want to make sure others
departments to help with retirement decisions. Today, are as well!”
we have a generation retiring without these benefits
and instead, they face lump sums in alphabet and Along the journey of building financial confidence,
numeric soup: 401(k), 403(b) and IRAs.
intentionality is another factor we see influence the
degree of generosity. More than income, tax bracket
If worries about big issues like the economy, job or age, we see a correlation between intentionality
security, and retirement finances aren’t sufficiently and generosity. When individuals start seeing wealth
troubling, we’re also bombarded daily by thousands of as being multi-faceted, it goes from something to be
media messages telling us we need more, bigger, measured, to a gift to be shared. The most generous
better, and newer “stuff.” This can quickly leave us givers are ones who are intentional with five
feeling financially inadequate.
expressions of wealth: their attitude, time,
So, how can we find confidence in this ever-changing relationships, abilities and finances. They are more
planful, more engaged and more committed to inviting
mix of pressures?
others into the cause.
Step 1: Reflect
Bruce Ensrud is a Founding Partner and Wealth Advisor with
Now is the perfect moment to pause. Take a step Colonnade Group, an independent practice of Thrivent Financial.
back and consider what’s truly meaningful in your life.
Their calling is to change the story of wealth to one of hope and

“From Scarcity to Generosity”

Step 2: Take Inventory
A thorough inventory of personal values and goals

contentment that will enliven the mission of others.
— Reprinted from Center for Stewardship Leaders
September 10, 2019
Copyright ©2020 Luther Seminary. All rights reserved
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SEPTEMBER
9/02
9/05
9/06
9/07
9/08
9/12
9/13
9/18
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/23
9/25
9/28
9/29
9/30

Clara Fidler
Raymond Wilson
Nancy Eells
Roberta French
Charles Watkins
Fred Kochensparger
Mike Wioon
Mike McNiff
Sandi McQuiston
Jackie Wileman
Scott Lantz
Lois Marschinke
Delores Thurston
Bruce Holmes
Julie Miller
Pam Foster
Don Meitz
Paula Kemperman
Gladys Moore
Alan Balla
Jolan West

HOMEBOUND & HEALING
Join us in this time of share and prayer.
Our 30-minute online Prayer-n-Share
gathering meets each Thursday
evening at 7:00 p.m. An email is sent
out each week with the link or you can
find it on our website. If you have a
prayer need to share please contact
the church office, (941-493-0018) or
Juanita.fauser@trinitypc.org. An email
reminder of the change will be sent out
with the link.

“Rejoice in hope; be patient in
suffering; persevere in prayer”
(Romans 12:12).

TPC Members & Friends
Willy & Mello Wolter
Sandi Kagy
Ron & Mary Foster
Melba Elmer
Eula Ingwell
Neil Woofter
Alice Burton
Tommy Hague

ASSISTED LIVING
Gertrude Bouwma
Annette Goodsen
Betty Kuhlman
Betty Lutze
Merrie Manbeck
Jolan West
Gladys Moore
Charlie Barr
Nancy Opie
Jim Meister
Bill Carlson
Bill & Kay Hesterhagen

FOR MINISTRY
Mission Partners:

September Anniversaries
Don & Clara Fidler
George & Mary Graner
Bill & Betty Thomas
Mark & Julie Lamb
John & Earlene Joslin
Paul & Eleanor Motchula
Tom & Marge Davis
Wilson & Florence Barker
Jake & Dot Scheeres
Ralph & Lou Murray
Steve & Sandy Olson
Dick & Sue Conrad
Dave & Karen Purviance
Don & Penny Ward
Bob & Colleen Lamberty
Don & Nancy Eells
Dick & Joyce Crossland
Jim & Kaye Elder
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9/01/1956
9/03/1966
9/03/1949
9/03/1688
9/04/1959
9/04/1965
9/07/1953
9/08/1956
9/14/1957
9/18
9/18/1965
9/19/1964
9/19/1970
9/19/2009
9/20/2009
9/24/1966
9/25/1965
9/30/1967

Sunday Lectionary Readings

Rev. Dan & Elizabeth Turk,
PC(USA)
Missionaries to Madagascar
Rev. Miguel Estrada,
Misión Peniel

September
5

Isaiah 35:4-7a; Psalm 146,
James 2:1-10, 14-17;
Mark 7:24-37

12

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 116:1-9,
James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38

19

Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 54
James 3:13–4:3, 7-8a;
Mark 9:30-37

26

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29;
Psalm 19:7-14, James 5:13-20;
Mark 9:38-50

“Rejoice always, pray
without ceasing, give thanks
in all circumstances; for this
is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you” (1
Thessalonians 5:16-18).

