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Very often, when we think of Easter, we
think of it being just one Sunday of the
year when we celebrate the resurrection of
Jesus. However, the church liturgical
calendar thinks of it very differently: not
only does it treat each and every Sunday a
mini-Easter — because Jesus was raised
on the first day of the week — but as a
season called Eastertide.
As you can see on the inside front
cover of our current worship bulletin:
“Eastertide, or the Easter Season, begins
on Easter Sunday and continues until
Pentecost in the Christian liturgical
calendar for a total span of seven weeks.
We celebrate Easter more than just Easter
Sunday because it is the defining event of
Christianity, and so the Church has always
observed it for longer than the Day itself.
The liturgical color is white or gold, the
Pascal candle is kept lit and the worship
services end with a special ‘Alleluia.’
Scripture lessons during this season are
from the New Testament only, saying what
happened after the Resurrection. The
Thursday in the sixth week of Easter marks
Ascension Day, as Jesus was taken up
into heaven.”
I believe the reason why Eastertide is
so important in the lifecycle of the Church
can be seen in how the lives of the
disciples had been transformed from being
afraid and powerless even after some had
witnessed the risen Lord (as most of them
went back to their old line of work in
fishing) to becoming completely different
people when they were able to preach the
Word of God with power and conviction,
which resulted in literally thousands of
people from all over the region coming
forward to profess their faith in Jesus the
risen Lord (Acts 2)!
Well, so what happened between
Easter and Pentecost — in a period of just
fifty days — that the disciples seemed to
have been totally transformed from timid
fishermen to dynamic evangelists? First of
all, they all experienced restoration in their
relationship with Jesus, with the most
obvious one being Peter: Peter, who
denied Jesus three times on the night
when he was betrayed, was sought out by

Jesus specifically on the beach after the
resurrection, and was restored and even
commissioned to “feed” and “tend” Jesus’
sheep and lambs (John 21:15-17).
Another one was Thomas: Thomas was
missing when Jesus first appeared to the
disciples behind “locked” doors after he
was raised from the dead, and Thomas
expressed doubt when later told by the
disciples that they “have seen the Lord.”
Jesus appeared to him a week later and
restored him to be a person of faith when
Thomas cried out to him, “My Lord and my
God!” (John 20:24-28).
Then, there was the incident by the Sea
of Tiberias when Jesus taught the
fishermen-turned-disciples-turnedfishermen how to fish, cooked breakfast for
them, and restored their faith in him (John
21:1-14). The disciples later also witnessed
Jesus’ ascension but not before he had
given them the “Great Commission”
(Matthew 28:16-20) and told them to wait
for the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8).
Secondly, all these events helped to
strengthen the faith of the disciples and
prepare them for Pentecost. It was on the
day of Pentecost that the disciples
encountered the powerful presence and
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, which gave
them extraordinary ability to proclaim
“God’s deeds of power” to the people
gathered in Jerusalem (Acts 2:1-13).
Again, why is Eastertide so important in
a Christian’s life? Because it provides a
special time for us to examine ourselves in
our relationship with the risen Lord and
prepares us for Pentecost — to be filled
again by the Holy Spirit who empowers us
to do the work that Jesus has
commissioned us to do: “You will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
May we all experience the presence
and power of the risen Lord this Eastertide,
and accomplish for him great things in
sharing our faith with others!
Yours in Christ,

Session Highlights

SESSION
Class of 2021
Mike Hague
Debbie Kretz
Mark Mitchell
Cheryl Szekeres

Class of 2022
Kim Joynes
Sally Strayer
Bob Ulasewich

Class of 2023
Cookie Baker
Bob Elliott
Sondra Guffey
Scott Lantz

Rev. Bill Teng
Moderator / Interim Pastor

Sally Strayer
Clerk of Session

At its stated meeting on March 15, 2021, the Session considered the
following items:









Received report that the year-to-date deficit as of February 28 was
$13,159;
Received report that a second Paycheck Protection Program (PPP)
loan/grant payment of $36,030 had been received;
Regretfully approved a letter of resignation from Alice Burton from
the Diaconate due to health concerns (there is currently one
vacancy each in both Session and Diaconate);
Approved an outdoor Easter Sunrise Service at 6:45 on April 4;
Approved maintaining two worship services throughout the summer
months to provide stability;
Approved request from the Venice Symphony Youth Orchestra to
put on a concert in the Community Learning Center on May 1; and
Approved Rev. Bill Gaydos to be guest preacher on April 18 when
Pastor Teng is on vacation.

The next stated Session meeting is scheduled for April 19. Please see Clerk
of Session Elder Sally Strayer or Pastor Teng for any questions.

DIACONATE
Class of 2021

Financial Snapshot

Wilson Barker
Nancy Eells
Susan Mather
Mary Walters

Class of 2022
Diane Fuchs
Dennis Ihde
Dave Kretz

March 2021
Budget
Receipts
Expenses

Class of 2023
Kaye Elliott
Tammy Glover
Julie Miller
Lou Szekeres, Moderator

TRUSTEES
Geoff Baker, President
Bob Elliott, Treasurer
Terry Featherston
Sondra Guffey
Karen Mann, Secretary
Bob Ulasewich, Vice President

Trinity Matters!
Newsletter Editor
Juanita Fauser
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PPP Loan

Year-To-Date

$48,255
$115,419
$40,628
$125,433
$7,627
$10,014
(Figures have not been audited.)
$36,030

If you have any questions, please contact Linda Trzaskos
at finance@trinitypc.org. Thank you so much for your
faithfulness. You may give to TPC at any time by going to
the church’s website (www.TrinityPC.org) and click on the
green “GIVE NOW” button. Or, you may simply scan the
QR code above here with your smart phone. Set up a
new account and start e-giving today!

Monthly
$43,933
$50,123

Donna Smith, Music Director
Thank you to the choir and the praise team for
sharing your musical gifts with the congregation
during this Lenten season. Also, thank you to Bob
Delfausse, trumpet and Ann Alton, cello (Venice
Community Orchestra) and Chris Conley, tenor, for
contributing their musical abilities to enhance
worship.
Planning for summer music is underway...Do you
have favorite hymns or contemporary praise
songs? Would you like to attend/participate in a
hymn sing or a praise and worship night? Want to participate in the music
program? Please give your top five favorite hymns and/or contemporary
praise songs to Donna Smith. You can email me your top five songs
at: musicdirector@trinitypc.org or give me a list on Sunday morning. I will
compile a list of the songs and find opportunities to sing these favorite songs
in worship or at a special events.

Join Us on Facebook, Elder Cheryl Szekeres
Did you Know….
It has been over a year since Trinity’s Facebook page
was relaunched and sharing insightful, inspirational and
discerning words of wisdom on a daily basis. You’ll also
find all of the information about current happenings at
Trinity such as our church school classes, and
upcoming events.
If you haven’t checked out our FB page (Trinity Presbyterian Church of S
Venice FL) please do so and “like us” so you will stay connected as well as
your friends can find us and get to know who we are. Each week both of our
worship services are livestream on Facebook, so by ‘liking us’ it will also
serve as a tool to spread God’s Word. If you have something (appropriate)
that you would like to share with others on our page, contact Elder Cheryl
Szekeres (FB Administrator) at 708-207-3564 or cspawbear@gmail.com
and she will get it posted. Trinity is grateful to Cheryl for sharing her gifts &
talents and skills needed to keep Trinity’s FB page updated.

MINISTRY TEAMS
Clerk of Session

Sally Strayer
614-561-3276
sallystrayer@yahoo.com

Buildings & Grounds
Scott Lantz
217-825-5794
sklantz84@gmail.com

Boomers & More

Cookie Baker
586-306-7796
Baker.cookie1@gmail.com

Christian Education

Sondra Guffey
941-302-8927
sondraguffey@gmail.com

Outreach / Membership
Cheryl Szekeres
708-207-3564
cspawbear@gmail.com

Debbie Kretz
724-822-6041
debbiekretz@gmail.com

Missions

Mike Hague
404-277-6260
Mikeahague@gmail.com

Personnel

Mark Mitchell
240-818-7589
coachmarkmitchell@icloud.com

Worship

Sally Strayer
614-561-3276
sallystrayer@yahoo.com

A Note from the Office

If your email address has
changed, please notify the
church office as soon as
possible. Any updated
addresses, phone numbers,
birthdays, and anniversaries
are appreciated.
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BOOMERS,

Elder Cookie Baker

BOOMER OLYMPICS — COVID STYLE
DEEPEST SYMPATHY:
Please remember Diane Jansen
and family in your prayer as her
sister, Deborah Carpenter, died on
March 30. May they experience
God’s comfort and sure hope of the
resurrection.

HOMEBOUND & HEALING
TPC Members & Friends
Willy & Mello Wolter
Bill & Kay Hesterhagen
Melba Elmer
Eula Ingwell
Neil Woofter
Kim Stephan
Alice Burton
Ron & Mary Foster

ASSISTED LIVING
Joan Armond
Gertrude Bouwma
Deborah Carpenter
Annette Goodsen
Carolyn Nielsen
Betty Kuhlman
Betty Lutze
Merrie Manbeck
Jolan West
Gladys Moore
Charlie Barr
Nancy Opie
Jim Meister

FOR MINISTRY
Mission Partners:
Rev. Dan & Elizabeth Turk,
PC(USA)
Missionaries to Madagascar
Rev. Miguel Estrada, Misión
Peniel

“Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus
for you”
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
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Trinity Boomers can do
many great things when we
come together.
Over the past year, COVID
changed so many things.
However a group of the
Trinity Boomers gathered
(safely) on several
occasions and
completed some projects
around the church which
included paining,
gardening, decorating,
made and served meals.
We walked the CROP
Walk to stamp out
hunger in February. We
pray for and support each
other. The best thing we do
is laugh with each other.
With many of us getting
vaccinated, we decided to
try a fun group activity —
Boomer Olympics: COVID
Style. On Saturday, March
27 we got together for some healthy competition in Trinity
Olympics. After participating in some closely matched games,
Randy Clements won gold, Cheryl Sczekeres the silver, and
Debbie Kretz won bronze. Despite a few of us contracting
COVID-19 over the past year, we praise God for our health
and strength. We look forward to more activities we can safely
do together.

On Stewardship, by Benjamin Stewart
“Stewardship in the Valley of Dry Bones”

bring life and not death to the waters?

What is the first gift you were given to steward?

The image of the breath of life breathed into us symbolizes
Our tradition remembers a gift we receive before our how Jews and Christians consider every breath for all of us
to be a gift from God. But at this moment, in emergency
memories begin: breath.
rooms across the U.S. and beyond, people are struggling
In Genesis, God scoops up dust and breathes into it, giving for that basic gift, gasping, sweating, and panicked with
life to the human earth — creature. Today a newborn takes asthma attacks, many of which are caused by air pollution
its first breath and we are struck by the wonder and fragility from fossil fuels. Our tradition says that breath is a gift from
of our bodies and the gift — nature of breath.
God, and thus it is a deplorable theft for fossil fuel use to
On the anniversary of our own first breath, many of us rob people of that basic gift. How do you respond as a
commemorate the occasion by — what else? — inhaling steward while this gift is being stolen? (An easy place to
deeply and then blowing out candles on a cake. This breath begin is the advocacy page of the American Lung
of life we’ve been given? Stronger than fire, we seem to Association.)
say.
On the fifth Sunday in Lent this year, Ezekiel sees a vision
It is not only humans who receive this gift. Ecclesiastes
teaches that humans and animals alike “all have the same
breath.” When we die, “the dust returns to the earth as it
was, and the breath returns to God who gave it.” It is a
cosmic gift, given in the very first verse of the bible: the
wind-spirit-breath of God moves over the primordial waters
of the earth itself.

of a valley of dry bones, and so the prophet calls: Come
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these
slain, that they may live. Ezekiel continues: I prophesied as
God commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. If you
brought “a vast multitude” back to life, what would it look
like?

The United States Clean Air Act, passed in 1963, has
saved the lives of more Americans than have been killed in
Iraq, Afghanistan, and Vietnam combined — every year. Its
protections save more than 160,000 lives annually.
Because of our collective stewardship of breath expressed
through this law, we can look around today and see
thousands upon thousands who “will stand on their feet,
In scripture, the word for breath is complex. In Hebrew, and live, a vast multitude.”
ruach, and in Greek, pneuma, the word can mean breath,
wind, and spirit, and it usually implies a connection It may be the first gift we were given to steward. Ezekiel,
between the three. The word invites us into a mysticism the Clean Air Act, our teachers of meditation and prayer,
that holds together the personal, the ecological, and the those struggling for breath, and the Spirit interceding within
us all remind us: we receive — and are stewards of —
divine.
God’s gift of breath.
How are we stewards of this gift?
Ironically, it is easy to forget our stewardship of this gift
because it comes to us — literally of course — with every
breath. We receive it about 23,000 times each day, but
teachers of meditation still need to tell us, “focus on your
breath.” In stressful situations, a supportive colleague may
remind us, “don’t forget to breathe!”

Today, the wind-spirit-breath that sweeps over the face of
the waters carries mercury from fossil fuels into those
waters, poisoning the fish and those who eat the fish. What
are the ways — personally, politically, and organizationally
— that we can steward this gift of wind so that it will again

— Dr. Benjamin M. Stewart is the Gordan A. Braatz
Associate Professor of Worship and
the Director of Advanced Studies
at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.
Reprinted by permission:
Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota
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4/05
4/07
4/08
4/09
4/10
4/13
4/15
4/16
4/17
4/20
4/22
4/24
4/25
4/26
4/27
4/30

Martha Ephlin
Seth Jones
Judy Holmes
Lois Durivage
Judy Liston
Jack Dempster
Tom Davis
Corita Domaratius
Bev Shary
Graham Cofer
Larry DeBruyne
Janet Bernsdorf
Ron Jansen
Barb Winsmore
Eula Ingwell
Rich Marker
Steve Olson
Carol Speir
Ruth Peterson
Dave McQuiston
Mary Graner
June Beyer
4/18/1950
4/21/1962
4/22/1972
4/28/1993

Sunday Lectionary Readings
April 2021 (Year B)
4 Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Mark 16:1-8
11 Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133
1 John 1:1–2:2; John 20:19-31
18 Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48
25 Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18

John & Barbara Jackson
Rich & Gail Marker
Phil & Barbara Haag
Mike & Jen Wion

WE NEED I.T. HELP!,

Elder Mike Hague

Do You Hear God Calling You?
Will You Answer His Call?
God may be calling you to assist in the Audio /
Visual booth on Sunday mornings. This rewarding
work includes running one of the following: the
sound for services, the computer for our screens
or the livestream for those watching from home.
If this is something you believe God is calling you
to do, contact Mike Hague for more information
(mikeahague@gmail.com). Mike will fill you in on
all the details, train and equip you to get the job
done. Feel free to talk with Mike following worship.
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Join us in this time of share and
prayer. Our 30-minute online
Prayer-n-Share gathering meets
each Thursday evening at 7:00
p.m. An email is sent out each
week with the link or you can find it
on our website. If you have a prayer
need to share please contact the
church office, (941-493-0018) or
Juanita.fauser@trinitypc.org. An
email reminder of the change will
be sent out with the link.

“Rejoice in hope; be patient in
suffering; persevere in prayer”
(Romans 12:12).

