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As Easter this year is not until April 4 and
we still have a whole month to go in Lent, I
just wanted to share with you again what
I’d really like to see what we need to be
doing during this season of Lent. As I had
mentioned last month, it’s often a tradition
for some Christians to “give up” something
during Lent as a kind of penance — a kind
of self-denial as a test of pious discipline.
And sometimes we can become legalistic
or even self-serving at it. Since I talked
about the legalistic aspect of it last month,
I’d like us to look at the self-serving part
this time.
Some people talk about giving up
something such as sweets and desserts
and luxury items, but it’s only because we
know it’s actually good for us not to
consume too much of the good stuff! Some
talk about discipline such as exercising or
dieting but, then again, we also know that
it’s good for us to exercise and diet
regularly, not because this will somehow
reinvigorate our spiritual senses.
One of my fondest memories growing
up in Hong Kong was spending extended
summer vacation time with my grandparents who lived in neighboring Macau, a
Portuguese colony at that time, about a
three-hour ferry ride away (now it only
takes an hour with the hovercraft). My
grandfather (on my mother’s side) was a
Baptist deacon and an optometrist by
profession, and my grandmother was a
midwife. They were devout Christians and
believed in observing the “Christian
sabbath” religiously. Every Sunday not
only would they close their practices and
spend just about all day in church together,
without exception, the whole family would
only eat out in a restaurant somewhere
because they believed even preparing a
meal at home was not in the spirit of
keeping the Sabbath! But I also knew all
along that they really enjoyed it because
that was their big meal of the week!
Just in case you thought my grandparents were being too literal or that the
Pharisees were being too petty and
unreasonable in their days, consider the
following (compiled by Robert W. Pelton in
The Door):
 In Blackwater, Kentucky, tickling a
woman under her chin with a feather
duster while she’s in church service carries
a penalty of $10.00 and one day in jail.

 No one can eat unshelled, roasted
peanuts while attending church in Idanha,
Oregon.
 In Honey Creek, Iowa, no one is
permitted to carry a slingshot to church
except a policeman.
 No citizen in Leecreek, Arkansas, is
allowed to attend church in any red-colored
garment.
 Swinging a yo-yo in church or
anywhere in public on the Sabbath is
prohibited in Studley, Virginia.
I’m sure there were good reasons for
these laws (and I would even agree it
should be illegal for
“ The sabbath
anyone
to
tickle
somebody
while
was made for
attending
church
anywhere), but I humankind, and
just can’t help but
wonder why people not humankind
would go to such
extremes to make for the sabbath”
sure how the sabbath
(Mark 2:27)
should be observed?
Maybe for self-serving reasons? I have a
suspicious feeling that when Jesus talked
about keeping the sabbath in Mark 2:23–
3:6, he was not really talking about doing
nothing on sabbath but everything to do
about what we should be doing on
sabbath.
Jesus’ message is loud and clear that
“The sabbath was made for humankind,
and not humankind for the sabbath” (Mark
2:27). But instead of rejoicing in this
liberating teaching of Jesus, the Pharisees
“immediately conspired with the Herodians
against him, how to destroy him” (Mark
3:6) — this in fact had become the
beginning of the end for Jesus that led to
his eventual arrest, trial, and execution!
In the spirit of what Jesus is teaching us
here, it’s still not too late to “take on”
something during Lent — something that
would enhance our relationship with God
and one another, and help us prepare for
the realities made present at Easter. Let us
keep the spirit of Lent in balance with our
calling to be active disciples of Christ.

Yours in Christ,
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Session Highlights
At its stated meetings on February 15, 2021, Session was moderated by the
Rev. Lyn Olson (in Pastor Teng’s absence) and considered the following items:
 Approved Mission Study from the Transition Team which will now go to the

presbytery Committee on Ministry (COM) to be approved;
 Approved contract renewal with the Rev. Bill Teng for another twelve

months as Interim Pastor effective March 15, with the proviso that it “can be
terminated by either party upon 30-day notice, pending consultation with the
Committee on Ministry”;
 Approved the purchase and installation of fourteen sound panels and two
speakers to enhance the acoustics in the Sanctuary for $11,000 provided
by Memorial Funds;
 Approved adding to the Personnel Team Kristi Mitchell as Co-chair and
Larry Strayer as member; and
 Elected Sally Strayer and Cookie Baker to serve as commissioners to the
presbytery stated meeting on February 25.
The next Session meeting is scheduled for March 15. Please see Clerk of
Session Elder Sally Strayer or Pastor Teng for any questions.

Worship Team, Elder Sally Strayer
According to the Presbyterian Book of Order, Worship (Team) covers a wide variety
of aspects for our services. Everything is covered from the sermon, music, the look of
the Sanctuary, technology, and greeters. Thankfully, the deacons volunteer for some
things and Team members take responsibility for the others.
A major accomplishment for us has been re-starting the Contemporary Service. We
are meeting in the Sanctuary for the time being but hope to get the technology
upgraded in the CLC in a few months. The fogger is used right after Contemporary
Service to sanitize for the Traditional Service an hour later.
Our music has improved ten-fold with
the addition of Donna Smith as our
music leader for both services. She is
certainly talented in many areas of
music and loves to share them with the
choir and the congregation.
Mike & Becky Hague continue to
improve the audio & video performance
in the Sanctuary. Their primary focuses
this month is to clear up the echoing in
the rear of the Sanctuary.

GREETERS NEEDED
Take temperatures
Record attendance
Attend the bulletin tables
All socially distanced & safe
One Sunday a month
at either Service

Lastly, our biggest need now is
Call Sally Strayer
formulating a group to be the greeters
on Sundays. The greeter’s job is to take
(614-561-3276)
temperatures, help register attenders,
make sure attenders get the bulletin off the table. All these positions are socially
distanced. We need: (a) VOLUNTEERS to greet a certain Sunday of the month,
either Traditional or Contemporary; and (b) Have a PERSON/PERSONS to remind
people their week is next. Please call or text Sally Strayer (614-561-3276) to
volunteer for either position.

Donna Smith, Music Director

MINISTRY TEAMS
Clerk of Session

Thank you to everyone who is helping me get
acclimated to serving at Trinity. There is much for me
to learn and I appreciate your many kindnesses.

Sally Strayer
614-561-3276
sallystrayer@yahoo.com

I want to hear from anyone who is interested in
participating in the music ministry at Trinity. Even if
you only want to do something once a month —
there is a place for you. Music is a part of corporate
worship — everyone is invited to participate whether
from the front of the Sanctuary or from the pew.

Buildings & Grounds

Praise Team — Do you sing? Play an instrument? We
have been practicing on Thursday morning at 10:30am and then warming up for
worship on Sundays at 7:30am in the sanctuary. If you are interested in learning
the music but not joining the Praise Team, you are still welcome to come to
rehearsals — having people singing God’s praises from the congregation
encourages those in leadership.
Choir? — The Chancel Choir is looking to expand so we need all parts: soprano,
alto, tenor, and bass. If you don’t know what part you sing, ask me, I will help you
figure out what part to sing. Reading music is not a requirement, but helpful. We
rehearse on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 – 7:30 in the Choir Room (distanced
and masked/shielded for safety) and warm up for worship 30 minutes before the
service begins on the Sundays that choir is leading music in worship.
Men’s or Women’s choruses? Small ensemble singer? — Having special music
during worship when the choir is not leading is a priority for expanding the music
ministry. If joining a chorus which sings familiar hymns interests you, again, contact
me. These ensembles will rehearse on Sunday morning before or after worship and
not require a lot of time commitment.
There is a place for you in the music ministry if you can “carry a tune,” read music,
or play an instrument and are willing to share your talents with those who call
Trinity home.
Not sure? Just remember, God qualifies the called. He doesn’t call the qualified.
Contact info: Donna Smith MusicDirector@trinitypc.org
941.468.6096 (talk or text)

The White Elephant Sale is tentatively on the calendar
to be held the weekend of November 5 & 6. Due to
limited space, we ask that if you have items to donate,
please hold on to them until closer to the time of the
sale. If you must bring them in for some reason sooner,
please contact Martha Cornell (314.910.0290),
Florence Barker (941.493.1439), or Randy Clements
(703.598.8571) for details.

Scott Lantz
217-825-5794
sklantz84@gmail.com

Boomers & More

Cookie Baker
586-306-7796
Baker.cookie1@gmail.com

Christian Education

Sondra Guffey
941-302-8927
sondraguffey@gmail.com

Outreach / Membership
Cheryl Szekeres
708-207-3564
cspawbear@gmail.com

Debbie Kretz
724-822-6041
debbiekretz@gmail.com

Missions

Mike Hague
404-277-6260
Mikeahague@gmail.com

Personnel

Mark Mitchell
240-818-7589
coachmarkmitchell@icloud.com

Worship

Sally Strayer
614-561-3276
sallystrayer@yahoo.com

A Note from the Office

If your email address has
changed, please notify the
church office as soon as
possible. Any updated
addresses, phone numbers,
birthdays, and anniversaries
are appreciated.
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The Season of Lent
A Lenten Series — The Biblical History of Passover, a brown-bag lunch class in
the CLC (bottled water provided) continues on Wednesdays led by Peter
Tsolinas, and will conclude on March 24.

HOMEBOUND & HEALING
TPC Members & Friends
Willy & Mello Wolter
Bill & Kay Hesterhagen
Melba Elmer
Eula Ingwell
Neil Woofter
Kim Stephan

ASSISTED LIVING
Joan Armond
Gertrude Bouwma
Deborah Carpenter
Annette Goodsen
Carolyn Nielsen
Betty Kuhlman
Betty Lutze
Merrie Manbeck
Jolan West
Gladys Moore
Charlie Barr
Nancy Opie
Jim Meister

OUR SYMPATHY
Karen Teng, passing of her sister
FOR MINISTRY
Mission Partners:
Rev. Dan & Elizabeth Turk,
PC(USA)
Missionaries to Madagascar
Rev. Miguel Estrada, Misión Peniel

“Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus for you”
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).
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A native of Greece and an architect by trade, Pete is also a serious student of
history with special interest in the church, and has led numerous other classes
here at TPC, including “Christianity
over the Last 2000 Years,” “From
Genesis to the Present,” “The Church
Fathers,” “The Great and Western
Schisms,” and others.
This class is designed for us to
examine the biblical account of the
Exodus as described in Scripture,
with special emphasis on the event
of the Passover, and the subsequent
observances of the Passover meal by the Jewish people. Bring a light lunch
and enjoy the discussion, and we will observe all the social distancing safety
protocols.
This class will also prepare us for the
Lenten observance of Maundy
Thursday, on April 1 (at 5:00 p.m.),
when we will have an actual Seder
meal, led by the Rev. Jim Fox of
Chosen People Ministries, with the
theme “Messiah in the Passover” — as
we’re being reminded how Jesus, along
with his disciples, conducted the Passover meal as it was given in Exodus 12,
that even as he did this, he knew the supper would illustrate his death for the
sin of humankind to generations yet unborn. By using the traditional elements
of Jewish Passover Seder, we will learn their history, what each element
represents, and how the Passover is fulfilled through Jesus’ death at Calvary.
Please call the church office at 941-493-0018 to reserve your seat at the
service. All preparation and setting will be done according to CDC guidelines.

Sunday Morning Church School Class
Rev. Bill Gaydos is leading a Sunday morning Study Group at 9:30, using the book, Surprised by
Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church, by N.T. Wright,
an Anglican Bishop and one of the world’s leading biblical scholars. In the opening chapter,
Wright states “from ancient times to the present some of the greatest philosophers and
teachers have said, “that what our thinking about death, and life beyond is the key to thinking
seriously about everything else in life.” Join us in the CLC for a better understanding of “The
Christian’s Great Hope.”
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Transition Team Report, Geoff Baker
The Trinity Transition Team met meeting regularly beginning in August 2020. We utilized the Zoom meeting platform
exclusively in that time to protect all team members from the COVID-19 virus. While that did add a bit of technology
ramp up time we all got accustomed to signing on, turning on our microphones and
cameras as well as muting our mics when the doorbell rings or dog barks. The
format soon became second nature for all of us. Additionally, the remote meeting
platform helped us reduce costs by allowing us to email documents and PowerPoint
files as opposed to printing and mailing them.
The first meetings were focused on familiarizing ourselves with the process we
would follow. We read and discussed several Mission Studies from several churches
in our Presbytery which enabled us to decide which of several methodologies
presented would be best suited for Trinity. We strongly agreed that the pandemic
should limit both the in-person meetings we would hold as well as the number of in-person meetings we should
request the congregation to attend as we were not holding worship services in person yet either.
The second step in our process was to prepare and distribute a congregational survey to help us get a feel for the
demographics of the congregation. Beginning in November we utilized the on-line platform Survey Monkey and sent an
email invite to every congregant for whom we had an email address. A total of 255 survey invitations were sent which
resulted in an amazing 104 response the first day. Three weeks and several reminder emails later we telephoned
everyone from whom we received no response, including those members for whom we had no email address. Several
people requested hard copy surveys be mailed to them and they were sent. In total we heard back from 169 members
(66% response rate).
Early in January 2021 we presented the survey results to the congregation along with a list of what the Team felt were
strengths and weaknesses of our church. Through a series of in-person, socially distanced meetings we got additional
suggestions of both, along with suggestions of opportunities and barriers to the success of the plans. The last request
of the meeting participants was to give the Team suggestions as to what they thought were the top five competencies
the called pastor should have. Those suggestions are part of the Ministry and will be passed on to the PNC when they
begin their work.
The team finished writing the Mission Study early in February. Session approved the Study during their February 15
meeting. The study will be presented to the Presbytery Committee on Ministry (COM) for its approval at their March
Meeting before our Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) takes over to write a Ministry Information Form (MIF).
(Session wishes to thank the Transition Team for its excellent work in guiding us through this important step in our
search for our next called pastor: Geoff Baker, Leader; Sondra Guffey, Becky Hague, Kim Joynes, Susan Mather, Lou
Szekeres, and Bob Ulasewich.)

Join Us on Facebook, Elder Cheryl Szekeres
Check out Trinity’s page and like us on Facebook —
Trinity Presbyterian Church So Venice, FL — it helps
to give Trinity more visibility in the Community. New
information is posted on a daily basis.
If you have something you would like posted, please
contact Elder Cheryl Szekeres (Facebook
Administrator) at 708-207-3564 or
cspawbear@gmail.com, and if appropriate, it will be
posted on Trinity’s page. It’s a great way to stay connected.
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On Stewardship, Rev. Susan Andrews
“Ready to Share”

privilege” of giving! Such eager and foolish generosity
My early memories of worship are wonderful. With my seems countercultural in our contemporary, get-rich
Dad preaching and my mother singing in the choir, I culture. But it is a clear and present way that we can
usually sat with some nice church lady who kept me imitate Christ, who gave himself that we might live.
My husband and I have been tithers since the first
safe. I loved sitting on the soft pew cushions with
music flowing all around me and sunlight dancing on day of our marriage. Through broken down cars,
the walls of the sanctuary. My favorite part of the educational loans, aging parents, two college tuitions,
service was always the offering, because I could and broken hot water heaters, we have maintained
participate. I could place my nickle on the velvet the discipline of giving to God — off the top. And
lining, and then imagine myself curled up in that plate, strangely, such a pattern, has deepened our sense of
being carried forward as an offering to God. Yes, gratitude, and refocused our understanding of wealth.
worship taught me that the life blood of the Christian It is not what we have, but who we are through the
life is generosity — a generosity of one’s whole self, grace of God that defines our sense of well-being.
given in thanksgiving for all the blessings of life.
As I traveled across the church, I was grateful for
Paul gives us the best stewardship text in all of the generous hearts and minds of all kinds of
scripture. Talking about the believers in Macedonia he Presbyterians. Thank you for the difference all of you
reminds us that in their abundant joy and extreme are making in God’s world.
poverty, these faithful Christians “have overflowed in
— Rev. Susan Andrews
a wealth of generosity” giving “beyond their means” (2
Moderator, 215th General Assembly (2003)
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Corinthians 8:2-4). In fact, they have “begged for the

Financial Snapshot
Receipts
Expenses

February 2021
Year-To-Date
$30,417
$77,501
$46,816
$90,660
$16,399
$13,159
(Figures have not been audited.)

Monthly Budget
$43,933
$50,123

If you have any questions, please contact Linda Trzaskos at finance@trinitypc.org. Thank
you so much for your faithfulness. You may give to TPC at any time by going to the church’s
website (www.TrinityPC.org) and click on the green “GIVE NOW” button. Or, you may
simply scan the QR code above here with your smart phone. Set up a new account and
start e-giving today!
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3
4
6
14
15
17
21
23
25
27
29

3/02/1957
3/03/1956
3/08/1958
3/24/1987
3/31/1979
3/31/1984
3/31/2003

Gertrude Bouwma
Laura Dolard
Dee Jepsen
Paul Motchula
Mike Hague
Jean Ryder
Mark Mitchell
Barbara Jackson
Chuck Parker
Sondra Guffey
Sandy Hamilton
Ron Jansen
Barbara Larson
Kay Hesterhagen
Rudy Hroziencik
Lynn Myers
Don Gilligan
Linda Gilligan
Peter Ven Housen
Pat Aimino
Susan Balla
Peg Hroziencik
Cindy Marston

Reid & Doris Stoner
Lance & Cindy Marston
Joe & Bev Shary
Bill & Karen Teng
Mark & Terry Featherston
Scott & Kathi Lantz
Frec & Kirk Koshensparger

Hope in the Lord!

1

Sunday Lectionary Readings
March 2021 (Year B)
7

Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22

14

Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21

21

Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12 or 119:9-16
Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33

28

Palm Sunday
Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

Join us in this time of share and prayer. Our 30-minute online
Prayer-n-Share gathering meets each Thursday evening at
7:00 p.m. An email is sent out each week with the link or you
can find it on our website. If you have a prayer need to share
please contact the church office, Juanita.fauser@trinitypc.org.
An email reminder of the change will be sent out with the link.

“Rejoice in hope; be patient in suffering;
persevere in prayer” (Romans 12:12).
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