Christ-Centered / Biblically-Based / Spiritually-Alive!
TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Venice, Florida

10:00 A.M., November 22, 2020

Welcome to Trinity Presbyterian Church

We welcome you warmly to Trinity Presbyterian Church where we strive to be faithful
disciples of Jesus Christ. We are especially thankful for visitors, and we are grateful to be
able to worship in person again.
All service liturgy is projected onto the screen, so there’s no need to use either the pew
Bible or hymnal, as we are observing sanitizing and social-distancing because of COVID-19.
While we are in this joint-service period with only one worship service, we will continue to
pre-record our worship services (which is normally done on a Thursday) and make them
available on YouTube by noon on Sunday, for those who are not able to be with us in
person. Please go to the church website (trinitypc.org) for the direct link.
During this period, baskets will be placed in the narthex for your offering. As an
alternative, you may also give online directly by either going to the church
website and clicking on the green “GIVE NOW” button, or scan the QR code
here on the right with your smart phone.
The term “voluntary” is used to denote a piece of music, or improvisation for
instrument, played before, during, or at the end of a church service.
Christ the King is the last Sunday of the church liturgical year. This day completes the
Christian journey through the life of Jesus Christ on earth and in heaven which began with
the preparation for the birth of Jesus in Advent. Kings are absolute rulers: They attain power
by raising and leading armies into war against other countries. Jesus’ war was not against
people or against a country, but against sin, death, and the power of evil. By his death,
resurrection, and ascension, Jesus won the war against evil. All that Christians are asked to
do is to accept that Jesus fought and won the war for their sakes and to recognize him as
King of kings. On Christ the King Sunday, Christians recognize and worship Christ as king of
heaven and earth for all time without challenge and without end. The liturgical color for
Christ the King Sunday is white.

SESSION
Class of 2020

Cookie Baker
Randy Clements
John Frazee
Sondra Guffey

Class of 2021

Mike Hague
Debbie Kretz
Mark Mitchell
Cheryl Szekeres

Class of 2022

Alan Balla
Sally Strayer, Clerk
Bob Ulasewich

DIACONATE
Class of 2020

Dot Beeman
Kaye Elliott
Joellen Huddy
Char Schnieders
Lou Szekeres, Moderator

Class of 2021

Wilson Barker
Nancy Eells
Mary Walters

Class of 2022
Alice Burton
Diane Fuchs
Dennis Ihde
Dave Kretz

The November issue of our newsletter Trinity Matters! has been sent out by e-mail. If
you wish to have a hard copy, it is available in the narthex and the church office. If you’re
interested in receiving our electronic monthly newsletter (except for January and July), or to
receive a hard copy by mail, please call the church office at 941.493.0018.

Lectionary Readings for Today (Year A):

2

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalms 100; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46

People’s response in bold & italic type

APPROACHING THE THRONE OF GRACE
Preparing for Worship
“And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me’” (Matthew 25:40).
Chiming of the Trinity

Sue Brembs

Greetings & Congregational Life Shared
Pastor Bill Teng
The Lord be with you. And also with you . . .
. . . The grace and peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.
Voluntary

“The Heavens Are Telling”
Doug Hamstra, Organ

arr. D. Wells (1976)

Order of Service

Standing for those who are able

Call to Worship
Come to worship Jesus Christ, Alpha and Omega,
the one who is, who was, and is to come.
We come to worship the one who rules justly.
Come to worship Jesus Christ, the faithful witness,
the firstborn of the dead, the ruler of the kings of the earth!
Bread of Heaven, God with us!
Good Shepherd, True Vine!
Eternal Word, Great I AM.
Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace!
We come to worship Jesus Christ, King of kings and Lord of lords!
To him be glory and dominion forever and ever!
Hymn

“O Worship the King”

lyons

Prayer of Adoration
Call to Confession

MAKING OUR CONFESSION

Prayer of Confession
Sovereign God: We confess that we are not ready for your holy realm — You
guide us toward right paths, but we often refuse to follow where you lead;
you love and feed and care for us, but we fail to love and serve others.
Forgive us, merciful God, so that we may return to your fold and rejoice in
your presence as our King; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the Lamb upon
the throne.
Silent Reflection (Reflecting on the Prayer of Confession)
Assurance of Pardon
. . . Friends, believe the Good News. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
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Offertory

“All in the Name of Jesus”
Lauralee Duncan, Violin / Sue Brembs, Piano

S. Adams

Prayer of Dedication
Moment for Stewardship

Elder Sondra Guffey

READING AND HEARING
First Scripture Reading, Matthew 25:31-46
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOD’S WORD

Pastor Teng

Second Scripture Reading, Ephesians 1:15-23
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Sermon

“Thanksgiving to the King!”

RESPONDING TO GOD’S
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer

WORD

…Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.
“Let All Things Now Living”

Hymn

ash grove

Prayer of Dedication
Charge and Blessing
Voluntary

“Now Thank We All Our God”

S. Karg-Elert (1930)

_______________________

Join a 30-Minute Online Prayer-n-Share
Wednesday Mornings at 11:00
(Please See Church Website for Link: TrinityPC.org)
_______________________

The Transition Team emailed this week to Members, Affiliates, and Regular
Worship Attenders as they seek the information necessary to create a Mission
Study aimed at helping Trinity call the next Pastor. If you have not received an
emailed survey, please email the Transition Team at transitionteam@trinitypc.org
and they will work to quickly send you the survey electronically.
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“Empowered by God — Responding by Grace”
“Now as you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness,
and in our love for you — so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking”
(2 Corinthians 8:7).

Over the past three weeks, we have considered various aspects of our annual stewardship emphasis,
“Empowered by God — Responding by Grace.” We’ve seen how God’s power provides salvation
through faith in Christ and how we receive power through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.
We recognized that God’s power which created and sustains the world empowered men and women of
God in Bible times. And we realized that God’s power to accomplish His purpose in our lives is
available to us.
We also examined the Macedonian Christians who gave out of their poverty, and
far beyond their ability, because they first gave themselves to the Lord. And we
considered the importance of using our time and talents as two primary ways of
demonstrating total stewardship.
Today, not surprisingly, we come to the financial aspect. This is where many
Christians get “turned off” to stewardship matters. They don’t have a problem
with “time” or “talents” aspects of stewardship, but they take umbrage when it
comes to the “treasure” aspect. In doing so, they must not realize that there are
more verses in the Bible concerning money, material possessions, and giving
than verses dealing with heaven and hell combined. In their concern that the
church “talks too much about money,” they must have forgotten that Jesus spoke
about money, material possessions, and giving in half of His parables.
Don’t be confused. Money is not the most important aspect of total stewardship. What is most
important is that like the Macedonian Christians, we first give ourselves to the Lord. You see, giving
that responds by grace to God’s blessings does not begin with the movement of the hand to the wallet,
purse, or checkbook. Giving that excels by grace begins in the heart. When our hearts overflow with
the love of Christ, then our financial resources will follow.
Sad to say, the opposite is true as well. If we neglect to give ourselves first to the Lord, then we will fail
to give generously and cheerfully of the money that God has entrusted to us. Some Christians become
downright stingy when it comes to giving back to God that which was rightfully God’s in the first place.
In fact, they remind us of Farmer Smith’s cow. “How much milk does that cow give?” asked a visitor to
the farm. “Well,” replied Farmer Smith, “if you mean by voluntary contributions, she doesn’t give a
single drop. But if you can get her cornered so she can’t hurt anyone, an able-bodied man can take
away about eleven quarts a day from her.”
Stop and think for a moment. The Scriptures are replete with verse after verse indicating God’s
ownership of all things. God has never relinquished His title deed to the world. God owns it all! God
could have chosen Fidelity, T. Rowe Price, Vanguard, or some other fine investment firm to handle His
resources, but He chose you and me. It is, therefore, a privilege to manage God’s resources in His
behalf. It is a privilege to be able to give back to God that which is His.
As we come to the conclusion of our annual stewardship emphasis, “Empowered by God —
Responding by Grace,” our prayer is that you will give your heart to the Lord, that you will put Him first
in your living and in your giving, and that you will make giving to the work of the Lord here at Trinity
Presbyterian Church a priority in your life in the months ahead.
Remember our key verse from Second Corinthians 8:7 which we read a few moments ago: “Now as
you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for
you — so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.”
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Ladies Bible Study with Pastor Lyn Olson
Four-Week Advent Series on the
Book of James: “How Shall We Live?”
Rev. Lyn Olson will lead a Ladies Bible Study on
Tuesday mornings at 10 a.m., the weeks of November
24, December 1, 8, & 15. We ask that you notify the
church office to register for the class. This will determine where we will meet.
Call the church office (941-493-0018, ext 224) or email Juanita at
Juanita.fauser@trinitypc.org.

Are You Struggling from Pandemic Fatigue?
Stephen Ministers Are Here to Help!








Are you feeling exhausted from all the disruptions to life
brought on by the pandemic? Are you struggling or feeling
challenged with …
Anxiety over health issues for yourself or a family member;
Isolation and loneliness;
Grief due to loss of a loved one;
Financial strain;
Unexpected life challenges;
Need support to get through the holidays?

If you answered “yes” to one or more of the above, we want you to know that
you don’t have to face it alone. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen,
encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual support.
A Stephen Minister can arrange to meet with you privately in person (if safely
possible), by phone or by video chat to offer care and support. It’s free and
confidential. For information, contact a Stephen Minister: Paul Mrha (941-4858575); Wilson Barker (941-493-1439); or Barb Middelthon (941-486-4210).
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On November 25 at 7:00 p.m., we will have a

special worship service to give praise and
thanks to God. In these trying times it is indeed
good for us to reflect on the constant loving
presence of God, the blessings God has given to
us, and to be renewed in hope that only God
can give. Please seek to join us on site in the
sanctuary for this worship experience.
We will sing some of the tradition Thanksgiving hymns and choruses,
hear the promises of God’s Word, and visibly give thanks to God
through personal sharing and testimonies.

Announcements

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Wednesday, November 25, 2020 — 7:00 p.m.

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good
His steadfast love endures forever! Psalm 107:1

Christmas Joy Bags for Misión Peniel Children
Join us for this adapted Christmas sharing with children from
Misión Peniel
Due to Covid-19 the Christmas Joy Bags for
Misión Peniel children will look a little different
this year, the tag will include a specific items to
purchase and put in the bags.
We have been designated 60 tags for ages 6-9, they will be available for pick up
following worship between November 22 and December 6. All bags will need to
be returned to the church by Sunday December 13.
You will be hearing more about this in the coming weeks and our Deacons
thank you in advance for your continued support. For more details, contact
Kaye Elliot at elliottrobertjr@gmail.com.
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Where Are We in Transition?

As many of you are aware, Trinity is currently going through transition in our pastoral
leadership, in that we are preparing to search for our next called pastor. Your Transition
Team is now hard at work in Step 3 of the Progression Chart shown above, as they design
a congregational survey that would help them write a Mission Study for the church. If you
have any questions concerning the search process, please feel free to contact Elder Geoff
Baker, chair of the Transition Team, at geoffreybaker2013@gmail.com. Your continuing
prayers for this process are much appreciated!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Ministers: Entire Congregation
Assisted by:
Rev. William C. Teng, Interim Pastor, pastor@trinitypc.org
Juanita Fauser, Church Administrator, Juanita.fauser@trinitypc.org
Linda Trzaskos, Finance Manager, finance@trinitypc.org
Sue Brembs, Music Director – Traditional, choirdirector@trinitypc.org
Doug Hamstra, Organist, organist@trinitypc.org
4365 Englewood Road, Venice, FL 34293
941.493.0018 l www.TrinityPC.org
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