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“Trinity Matters!”

I’m sure you’ve noticed that this issue of
the newsletter is coming to you under a
different cover and format, as well as with
a different name: Trinity Matters!
With Session’s blessing, I’ve chosen
this name because it not only points out
matters (news, events, schedules, articles,
etc.) that are relevant to us as saints here
at Trinity Presbyterian Church (TPC) —
but that TPC also matters to our
TRINITY
community and the world beyond.
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
More over, we’re also saying that the
4365 Englewood Road
proper understanding of the Holy Trinity —
Venice, FL 34293
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — also
Phone: 941.493.0018
matters to us as Christians, and to the
www.TrinityPC.org
world. In fact, this doctrine is so important
TRINITY MATTERS! is published monthly and crucial that it actually defines who we
except for June/July and
are (Trinitarians) and distinguishes us from
December/January.
all other major world religions!
But, in order for all of this to really
matter, we must first learn to rest
ourselves in the sure and secure hands of
STAFF
our Triune God amid hurts, challenges,
Rev. Bill Teng
disappointments, fears, and uncertainties
Interim Pastor
in our current national situation, before
pastor@trinitypc.org
we’re able to share our hope and Good
News with the rest of the world.
Juanita Fauser
For the last 2½ months, life as we know
Church Administrator
it has changed dramatically because of the
Juanita.fauser@trinitypc.org
coronavirus pandemic — Not only did our
Linda Singleton
economy come to a screeching halt
Interim Finance Administrator
causing massive unemployment and
Finance@trinitypc.org
anxiety, over 100,000 lives have been lost
due to COVID-19. On top of all that, we’re
Sue Brembs
now facing daily protests and rampant
Choir Director
violence across many cities in our nation
ChoirDirector@trinitiypc.org
because of an incident of police brutality
Doug Hamstra
amid cries of racism. It is to the point
Organist
where we feel we are running out of words
Organist@trinitypc.org
to express the dismay, anger, pain, and
helplessness that we all feel, and have
Todd Miller
even become numb to the ongoing news
Director of
Community Assistance Ministry coverages.
Todd.miller@trinitypc.org
However, as people of faith, we know
we are also a people of hope, and we
Walter Pratt
know we can trust God’s steadfast love,
which endures forever, to get us through
Custodian
these difficult times. So, even though “we
Charlie Bartell
don’t know what the future holds, we know
Facility Maintenance
who holds the future” — and we need to
reach deep down inside each and every

one of ourselves to see what we can and
should do to better serve our community,
state, country, and yes, even the world;
and to look up to God to bind up our
broken hearts, to bring about healing —
the One who one day will wipe away our
every tear and fear.
Actually this realization is very
important for us as Christians because it
once again puts us in our rightful place —
in our rightful relationship to God. We can
no longer take for granted that we have
control over what happens to us, that this
is our world. We have to come to grips that
if God is indeed in control then this is really
God’s world and we are, at best, stewards
of God’s world. And this should make a
real difference in our relationship to God
as we must then live our lives accordingly.
Otherwise we would be just like the
tenants in the following story:
According to a January 15, 1989 article
in the Lexington Herald-Leader, the family
living in a home in West Palm Beach,
Florida, told a film crew it was okay to use
the front lawn as a set for an episode of
the “B.L. Stryker” television series. They
knew cars would be crashing violently in
front of the house.
While the front yard was being blown
up, the owner of the home was tipped off
and called from New York, demanding to
know what was happening to his house. It
seemed the people who were living in the
house were only tenants and had no right
to allow the property to be destroyed as
the cameras rolled.
Many times we live our lives under the
mistaken impression that they belong to
us. Paul tells us we were “bought with a
price” (1 Corinthians 6:20; 7:23). We must
then live as those who know God will call
us to account for the ways we have used
this life entrusted to us.
So, let us live faithful lives as we allow
the Holy Spirit to live in and through us, in
order that TPC would really matter to our
community, that this world would be a
better place for everyone!
Yours in Christ,

SESSION
Class of 2020
Cookie Baker
Randy Clements
John Frazee
Sondra Guffey

Class of 2021
Mike Hague
Debbie Kretz
Mark Mitchell
Bryan Page
Cheryl Szekeres

Class of 2022
Alan Balla
Ginny McGibbon
Sally Strayer
Bob Ulasewich

Rev. Bill Teng
Moderator / Interim Pastor

Sally Strayer
Clerk of Session

DIACONATE
Class of 2020
Dot Beeman
Kaye Elliott
Joellen Huddy
Char Schnieders
Lou Szekeres, Moderator

Session Highlights
At its stated meeting on May 11, 2020, the Session considered the following items:
 Accepted the resignation of Bookkeeper, Desiree Longo, effective May 31, 2020;
and authorized engaging Linda Singleton, our former Finance Administrator, as
Interim Finance Administrator;
 Authorized the Board of Trustees to investigate the feasibility and cost of outsourcing
all accounting matters;
 Received financial report that we are currently running ahead of year-to-date budget,
with a surplus of approximately $35,000, which is primarily due to lower than
budgeted expenses and no activity in the Benevolence Fund;
 Received financial report that our investment funds is now being managed by
Calamos Investment Advisors as our registered investment advisors;
 Discussed re-opening plan and decided to continue suspension of all in-person
gatherings until at least June 30, and appointed Sondra Guffey and Randy
Clements to form an ad hoc group to formalize steps necessary to re-opening;
 Thanked Mike & Becky Hague for their faithful and dedicated services in producing
weekly videos to allow us to worship online;
 Received report that Comcast has been contracted to install high speed internet
which will give us the capability of livestreaming our services; and
 Pastor Teng emphasized the need for fervent prayer for our pastor search process,
which has been delayed due to COVID-19 — the entire process normally takes
between 12 to 18 months.
Also, since our May meeting, the Trustees reported on May 19 that TPC has received a
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan, part of the Congress CARES Act in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, in the amount of $47,072. This two-year loan at
1% will become an outright grant if TPC maintains payroll and related expenses for eight
weeks. Trustees Chair, Elder Alan Balla, is to be commended for his initiative in
applying for this loan, as well as following-through with the process.
The next Session meeting is scheduled for June 15. Please see Clerk of Session
Elder Sally Strayer or Pastor Teng for any questions.

Class of 2021
Wilson Bartker
Nancy Eells
Mary Walters

Class of 2022
Alice Burton
Diane Fuchs
Dennis Ihde
Dave Kretz

TRUSTEES
Alan Balla
Randy Clements
Terry Featherston
Dave Hubbard
Bryan Page
Bob Ulasewich

Trinity Matters!
Newsletter Editor
Juanita Fauser
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Financial Snapshot
As of May 31, total offerings received in 2020 totaled $194,955 compared to
budgeted offerings of $210,350. Overall expense for the same period totaled
$172,217 compared to a budget of $230,906. If you have any questions, please
contact Linda Singleton at finance@trinitypc.org. Thank you so much for your
faithfulness.
You may give to TPC at any time by going to the church’s
website (www.TrinityPC.org) and click on the green “GIVE
NOW” button. Or, you may simply scan the QR code on the
right here with your phone. Set up a new account and start
e-giving today!

Community Assistance Ministry
“Let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and
thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for
our God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:28-29).
“For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God
rather than burnt offerings” (Hosea 6:6).

MINISTRY TEAMS
Clerk of Session

Sally Strayer
614-561-3276
sallystrayer@yahoo.com

Buildings & Grounds
We are thankful that in obedience to His commands of Matthew 25, CAM is
Randy Clements
able to continue the crucial ministry of providing food to those in need in our
703-598-5871
community!
Clements.Randy123@gmail.com
 We are thankful that God has continued to move upon your hearts and minds
Boomers & More
and that you have chosen to hear and act in obedience to His call to support
Cookie Baker
CAM with your prayers, volunteer hours, and financial giving!
586-306-7796
 As we travel through dark valleys, we thank God for all of these things and
Baker.cookie1@gmail.com
for you! Because God is still with us, for us, in us, and works through us.
Christian Education
Because He lives, we always have Hope!
Bob Ulasewich
 He is Love, Trustworthy, Faithful, and True. And we are His beloved! Bless
813-390-2878
you all so much for who you are in Him! Let us be found Faithful and
bculasewich@gmail.com
Thankful, to His glory!
Outreach / Membership
Your CAM Director and Brother in Christ,
Cheryl Szekeres
Todd Miller



708-207-3564
cspawbear@gmail.com

Debbie Kretz
724-822-6041
debbiekretz@gmail.com

Missions Awareness

Mike Hague
404-277-6260
Mikehague@gmail.com

Buildings & Grounds

Sondra Guffey
941-302-8927
sondraguffey@gmail.com

Our Custodial / Maintenance Team has been taking advantage of the building
closure over the past several weeks. The following projects have been
accomplished:

Bryan Page
863-255-1385
bhpsnapper@gmail.com

Personnel

Mark Mitchell








240-818-7589
Refinished the floor in the Community Life Center,
coachmarkmitchell@icloud.com
Cleaned carpets throughout the facility,
Sanctuary has been thoroughly cleaned,
Worship / Music
Ginny McGibbon
A window has been installed in the door of the Pastor’s Study,
781-718-8634
Dishwasher in the CLC Kitchen has been cleaned and repaired,
giny2chris@aol.com
Hot water heater in the CLC has been repaired,
Floors in the Community Assistance, Choir Suite, and Nursery have been
A Note from the Office
If
your email address has
cleaned and polished,
changed,
please notify the
 Front entrance doors have been repaired, and
church office as soon as
 The entire facility is continually being cleaned on a daily basis.
possible. Any updated

Contact Elder Randy Clements with any Building & Grounds concerns
(Clements.Randy123@gmail.com).

addresses, phone numbers,
birthdays, and anniversaries
are appreciated.
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In Calling a Pastor
It’s been six months since Pastor Chuck Wiggins’ retirement from
TPC. People are beginning to wonder what’s next for us, and how
long is this transition period going to be until the next called pastor
arrives?

FOR HEALING
TPC Members—Recently Hospitalized:
Willy Wolter
Doda Rye
Jim Parrett

CHRISTIAN LOVE & SYMPATHY
Paula Menzer loss of husband, Jim,
March 15, 2020
Bonnie Wendler, loss of daughter,
April 27, 2020

FOR MINISTRY
Mission Partners:
Rev. Dan & Elizabeth Turk,
PC(USA)
Missionaries to Madagascar
Rev. Miguel Estrada, Misión Peniel

“Rejoice always,
pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you”
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).
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According to our presbytery polity, there are still a few more steps
that Session would need to take before a Pastor Nominating
Committee (PNC) could do the work of identifying potential
candidates:
1. The Session would first need to decide who will be responsible to
prepare a Mission Study (or a Self-Study), which is a process of
congregational examination and envisioning that a congregation
goes through to seek discernment about how God would have
that church to be and to act in the future — Session could decide
to appoint a committee to write it (such as the Transitional Team
or a separate Mission Study Team), or to have the
congregational
Nominating
Committee (NC) present a slate of
nominees to the congregation at a
called meeting to be elected to
serve on the PNC and have them
write it;
2. This process would result in a
Mission Study Report that would
be presented to the Session for
approval and to the Committee on
Ministry (COM) for review — if a PNC has not been elected at
this point, it’d need to be;
3. The PNC would then prepare the Ministry Information Form
(MIF), based on The Mission Study Report, used to inform
potential candidates on the Church Leadership Connection
website (CLC) — this would again need to be reviewed and
approved by both Session and COM;
4. Once clearance is received, the PNC would then go to work to
identify potential candidates for our next called pastor.
Needless to say, this is a very deliberate, thoughtful, and prayerful
process which will take some time to accomplish. A typical search
process would last anywhere between twelve to eighteen months.
To quote from On Calling a Pastor: A Manual for Churches Seeking
Pastors, published by the PC(USA), “You are about to begin a
journey that those who have gone before you have described as
exciting, tedious, joyful, spiritual, frustrating, inspiring, lengthy, and
powerful (just to name a few.) While your journey may feel more like
a roller coaster ride than a lovely stroll through the park, the
destination is certain: calling a new pastor who will serve your
congregation.” The Session’s hope is to have a PNC in place
sometime this fall to begin receiving and reviewing candidates. Your
continuing prayers are much needed and appreciated!

On Stewardship, by Jon Lee
“God’s Mission and Our Stewardship”
OK — admittedly it’s not a new question — What are we
here for? What is the church’s purpose? What is God
calling God’s church to be and do?
Though I’ve read a number of books about “mission”
and “purpose,” for me one of most insightful and helpful is
The Mission of God’s People by Christopher J.H. Wright.
Wright suggests the church has mistakenly done its
theological reflection by beginning with Genesis 3 and
ending with Revelation 20. Stripped from scripture’s
beginning in Genesis, chapters 1 & 2, with God creating the
heavens and earth, and ignoring Revelation’s ending with
God “making all things new,” the reductionist result is a
distorted sense of mission with a singular focus on our
individual sin problem along with a solution of a swipe card
for heaven’s door. This distortion leads us to imagine that
God's only concern and therefore ours, is to save people
from sin and judgment. Indeed this is at the heart of our
mission, but it’s not the whole story of the Bible, and it
should not be the whole story of our mission (p.48).
Wright reminds us that our first mission was to care for
creation — to “tend the garden” (Genesis 2:15). God
delegated to us God’s own kingly authority over God’s
whole creation — an authority characterized by wisdom,
power, goodness, grace, compassion, faithfulness,
generosity, provision, protection, justice, and love (Psalm
145). This is also at the heart of our understanding of
biblical stewardship. Our stewardship flows from God’s
mission.
The Psalms speaks intimately of creation: “Let the
floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy”
(Psalm 98). Even the writer of Jonah surprises us as God
addresses Jonah — “Should I not be concerned about
Nineveh . . . more than 120,000 persons . . . and also many
animals?” (4:11).
Apparently God’s love, compassion, and redemptive
activity are not limited to human beings. The Apostle Paul

shares this same awesome comprehensive scope of God’s
redemptive activity in Christ as he writes, “In Christ, God
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us” (2 Corinthians 5:19).
The writer of Colossians continues this theme, “For in
him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross” (Colossians 1:19).
Concluding in Revelation 21 we see a vision of “a new
heaven and a new earth, a holy city coming down out of
heaven from God, with the promise that the home of God is
among mortals, and God will dwell with them as their God.”
Reading the whole biblical story begs the question —
What if God’s redemptive love in Christ for all of creation
were the foundation and scope of any understanding of the
church’s mission? For example, Wright asks, “Is ecological
concern and action a biblically legitimate mission concern,
or merely a contemporary obsession driven by the world’s
agenda?” (p. 27). Imagine how an awareness of God’s
cosmic redemption in Christ might inform our role as
stewards. The people in our congregations who continually
remind us that stewardship is about more than money are
certainly right . . . and, we might add stewardship is about
more than Time and Talent, too.
Though not new, the question of mission is crucial.
Whose mission are we on? Whose agenda are we
pursuing? What if the church had no mission of its own
other than to respond to God’s call to participate in God’s
mission in Christ to heal, bless, and make new God’s whole
creation?
Wright’s insights may transform our notion of
congregational mission. Let us begin thinking about the
potential implications for the stewardship ministry in our
congregation.
— Reprinted from Center for Stewardship Leaders
Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN (April 15, 2014)

Online Bible Study
Pastor Bill is leading a six-week online ZOOM Bible Study on “Living in Faith” from the Letter of
James on Wednesday mornings at 11:00, which began on May 27. An invitation email with a
link is being sent out on each Monday preceding the study. All are welcome!
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JUNE

BIRTHDAYS
1 Bill Gaydos
Nancy Marshall
John Siegner
2 June Paynter
4 Kim Joynes
5 Barbara Jahnke
6 Kelley Jones
9 Ellen Dempster
14 Linda Mercantini
15 Earl Middelthon
17 Wilson Barker
24 Ida Gonzalez
Sherrill Wilson
25 Richard Bell
Joy DeBruyne
27 Susan Mather
Bob Ulasewich
29 Betty Kuhlman

Have you served in the armed forces?
This July Fourth, we would like to recognize those members of our
congregation who have served in the armed forces. With our social distancing
guidelines we need your help to make it happen. Here’s how you can help:
On Monday, June 15, and Monday, June 22, we will have a video camera and
microphone set up under the porte-cochere (overhang) at the front entrance during
the hours of 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. During these days and times, if our veteran
members would be willing to drive by (wearing their uniforms, unit hat, or Hawaiian
shirts), and share with us where you served, what time frame, and what unit you
served in.
We want to make this easy and safe. You will not have to touch any of the
equipment or be close to anyone for the few minutes you share with us your name,
Service branch, unit name and number, and the time frame you served. We will be
on the other side of the glass doors and be available to help out if necessary. We
will be wearing masks and staying 6 feet apart but ask that you don’t wear a mask
while you are being recorded, unless you feel that it is necessary.
The clips would be compiled into a video and included in our worship service as
well as making a special July Fourth video honoring our veterans.
For more information, please contact Elder Mike Hague (404-277-6260) or
email mikeahague@gmail.com. Please leave a number and a voice mail if he can’t
answer you when you call. He will call you back. Thank you!

ANNIVERSARIES

ONLINE PRAYER MEETING

6/3/72
6/7/70
6/8/57
6/8/13
6/9/14
6/9/62
6/11/65
6/12/59
6/13/59
6/14/52
6/15/68
6/16/00
6/19/54
6/24/61
6/27/51
6/27/63
6/29/63
6/29/91

Fred & Barbara Hopper
Don & Linda Gilligan
Willy & Mello Wolter
Jim & Mollie Phillips
Jim & Nanci Korman
Harold & Corita Domaratius
Lee & Mary Ellen Snell
George & Jackie Wileman
Jack & Ellen Dempster
Bud & Dixie Hoffman
Bill & Jacki Gaydos
Charles & Debra Watkins
Ken & Barbara Boucher
Earl & Barb Middelthon
Bob & Carol Speir
Don & Carole Stewart
Bill & Pat Blackmon
Seth & Betty French

If we missed your birthday or
anniversary, please email
juanita.fauser@trinitypc.org or call
941.493.0018 ext. 224.
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Do you miss praying with and for one another?
Beginning June 12, Pastor Teng will be leading a 30-minute
online prayer gathering on ZOOM at 11:00 a.m. every Friday.
An email invitation with link will be sent out by the previous Tuesday.
“Rejoice in hope; be patient in suffering; persevere in prayer”
(Romans 12:12).

Sunday Lectionary Readings
JUNE 2020
7 Genesis 1:1–2:4a; Psalm 8;
2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20
14 Genesis 18:1-15(21:1-7); Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19;
Romans 5:1-8; Matthew 9:35–10:8 (9-23)
21 Genesis 21:8-21; Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17;
Romans 6:1b-11; Matthew 10:24-39
28 Genesis 22:1-14; Psalm 13;
Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:40-42

